wer”... at 7 aL _ OR OO - - ,- 


IN THREE 
TREATISES; 


1. The Mirror of Mer:te, , 
on Gen.6.x2. 
II. ' The Caridl Mais * 
Conudz110n,on Rom. 1, 18 
; III. The P.atation of 
the Kightcous,om. Pla.i.3 


47 - 
A - 


| Hy Tomas Hoo=.; HE 
;KER Miniſter 1s 753 ei 
\ Rew-Englaxd. Jaurb | = \ 


J— CY "_ . | 


—_— -- 4 


725 


; Printed ar London for * ES " 
T2 Hh Fohn Stafford over a= PAR 8 
BE gain&'Brjds Church. pr 


Pins 
% , 


> = \- _ = % w Rey = Ws w=_s © 


> od 


The Contents of the Firſt Sermon, Gen.6.13. 


| gre: fo the generality jyuarriage With a contrary 


/ 
Doll. 1. 
| «companie the nifhry of 


the Word. p. 12. 

of the word to ſanttifie the ſonle. p. 13. 

3. Becanſe it is alwayes either a (avancy of life, or 
F 4 {avexy of death, p. 1.4. it doth alWayes accor- 
| pary the Wera,but it aoth not alivayes Work.y.14. 
| 3. Becauſe it is able to dee all things. p. 15. 


| 

| this finne # weeye to the [inne acanft the Holy 

Gheſt. p. 17. , I ; 

| Dott. 2. T be Lord by the Power of his Spirit 19 
| the Mirxiſlry of the word ſtrives with poore re- 

| beBliows ſinners for their good, and they appeſe both 
| bis Spirit, and their owne good, p. 19+ . 


«a. 


| 2. How doth the Spirit ftrive, p. 24+ 


overcomes the ſinner, p,25 


1, If the finner be ſecure, the Lord [uromenerh _ 


WP OY 


| Reaf. I. Becanſe God hath (es. apart the Adimftery ; 


Pe, For infor mation to take beede leafh we rake up | || | 
Armes againſt the werd of God, for the word of | 
God, and the Spirit of God goe together, p..17+| | þ 


, , 
cf ' 
bd. '- 
« 

: 4 | 
| l | | 

o 

x 


LR 
Religion ever brings acftrutlion, p. 5. | 1? 
T he Hiric of God Gath ever undowbredly | |) 


n |: 
141 
: 
' : 


li | 


4. I. By way of ptr [waſfion, 2. By fer rOjer and ! | 
prnifoment. 3. If this prevailes not then werey |, 
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1, By bringing him to the word, p. 27. 
fanding. p. 28. 7 
2. If the ſinner careles, God makes hins attend, and 
bring the word ſo evident to the Soult , that 
if canvot e vade it, p. 28. | 
' 3. 1fignoram he informes him. y. 40. | 
" 4. If carnall reaſon cone to exeuſe the hainou/n (ſe 
| of the fmr,the Spirit anſwers all its pleas, p.36. | 
5. Leaſh the ſinner bring convinced (h ould aeſpaire, 
the Lord ets in the manifeſtations of h11 gooanes, 


« 37» 
6, If the ſinner ſpall twrne this grace into wanton - 
nefſe, ſo that the Wiſedome of Cod re/olrves to for. 
ſake him. p. 39. 
7 » Then the P arrexce of God pretend far a lons- 
tim?, Pp. 239. 
$. B ut of the ftinner grow Mre cavel-(ſr, 7 that P; | 
tence wat a perion. p. 4I. then comm:th in tr: | 
{ono ſufF-rance of God. p. 42. | 
Reaſ. | ff T 12 Lwadadith tu br 4719 th " Ls 75 2+), | 
gloriſy the attribut? of 1315 m:riy1,”, 56 S 
| 2. That hz might leave the world Without exit | 
P. )/* 
UV/e 1. For witrution to conſeder, 1. Of the vic! 
#7 Gods free grace, 2.0f the a pr1 of tat rebellion 
that uu in the [cules of mer, p 57. 
We 2, For infor mation, That th: cond:mnation 


| 
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I}. 2. By bringing the Word hone to his wnder- | 
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The Contents. 


the wicked ts marvellous juſt, ». 62. 
Uſe 3. For reproofe of them that ſtrive with men, 
| for their hart, andruine, p. 64. | 
Vſe 4. For exhortation, 1n4mitation of God to 

ffrive to bring others to the Lord. p. 68. 

Ve 5. For comfort, if the ſinner alter all, will but 
entertaine the Lord, the Lord will entertaine 
him, p 78. 

Dot: 4. Though God ftrive long With ſinners, and 

give them long time of repentance, and yt they 

| returnenet but abuſe his mercy and patience, the 

Lord Will ceaſe to flrive With them, \qnd take ei. 

ther. the meaxes from them, or they from the 

mranes, or his vl: ſtag ſroms both "& 

| 

| The Contents of the ſecond Sermon. Row,1.18, 


| Obler, 1 Sg Ins arainſt th: firſt fable: are ſrnncs of 
4 deeper aye of ia ſadd:r nature, then 
foun's ag.ainjt the ccond table. p. 92. 


| pally intendea g 
| \thcir ficxes. p. 92. 
Objer 3, The Gentiles maturally have that ingraf- 
tedin thrm whereby thy may com in (ame dc- 
| - preeto the knowledge of Gad p 93. 
| DoF: 1. Much of God, of the power, greatueſſe, 
and n00anc(ſe of God may be -nowne, aud lcarned 
| onr of th: Booke of the Creature. 97+ 
| 4 3 


againſt mens per/on', out againſt 


D6tt.2. 


—— 


| 


| Obley 2, G :4s wrath 15 uot prina- ity a%t prince» | 
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4 The. Contents. : 
| Dot. 2. Trat all Wicked. mx are encmics 10, ana 
| oppoſors of rhe truth of God, p. 97. | 
Dott. 3. The ground of this oppoſition againſt the 

truth of God ts from that carraptian that w in 
their hearts, p. 97. | 
| Dot. 4. All ſuch unrightcous ones as oppoſe te 
word of trath, ſpall {wrely beare the Wrath of 
| Goa, p. 98. ? 
| DoF: tn generall, Carnal and corrupt men do hin 
der the poverfull effication{nefſe of the mord of 
gruth from working xpen their ſinfull hearts, pre- | 
va)ling with thens, and [ubaring of them, 4s | 
wach a in themlyub, by reaſon of that tnprea. 
corruption that u in theiy hearts. Pp. 98. | 
2. What u the Pover of truth, or What wou!d tt 
\worke wpon the ſoule that wiked men oppoſe it. 
A. Firftit s 4 word of information diſcoverir's 
things in their proper colours: p. 106. 
2, tuwawd of quickening, it 108 onely ſheets 
the Way, but inabl:th a wan to val \OTIEY CIO 
. -1OL, 
'3. The Word hath a drawing power with it, p.105 
4, [:i5awordoft comviltior, able to braie down: 
|_all carmall reaſonings. p. 109. 
©. HoW doth a carnall wan binder the poWerfre/! 
working of the word, y_ 110. 
| A: 1, He « aavilling to liften to the truth of Go 
p. 17, 


- 


: 
3” 
; 


bs 


COR. 


” wy is 
' F[2. He ir ever ready to raqſe an evidl report of the ſ | 


wh VA "* "ey ay Uſe, _— a ————— | 0 ' 
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truth. p. 115. þ 
3: A car nall keart doth oppoſe the truth by reſiſt= || 
ing the Word of convitt ion, p. 119, andthat i 
done either by extenuating his fnne, or villifying | j 
of the word of God: y. 12.0. anda low efteeme of Fi? 
the word us the gromnd of all oppofition againſt the Þ''. 
word, p, 120. 't 
4* If 4 car nall heart cannot, by carnall reaſon de- |. 
feate the truth, then it falls to dovone right oppoſs- }* 

| ton againſt che eruch. p.124 by 
3: Reaſ. 1 Carnal] men dot oppeſe the erath, | 
becay/t my are un\viling ſor to bave their finnes | 
p. 126. | 


removed, f 
Viet, Firih. to examine our (clues whether the fi) 
Commandements of the Lord are net previous jj. 
#110 4, p. 123. [ 
Vſe2: For conſolation to thins that find their |), | 
hearts Willing for to let got all beloved ſinner, and } i 
to come wp ts the Lord in every known: trmth. | 


p. 134. 


| 


The Contents of the third Sermon. P/al.1.3. |} 
Doﬀ#. It i th: duty of a goaly man not oxely ro per- | 

foraee thoſe dutyes, diſcharge theſe ervices that |, 
God raquireth of bim, but to doe them in the fit- | if 

teſt ſeaſon. p. 147. a! / 

. How fhaic a max diſciruc the ſeaſon of by | | 
\ 


_[rovecs, p. 157. 4.1. i 
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A. 1. When all ctrcumitances, and occaſions 197 
concurre for a duty that 1 rej a'en, po 15 1. 
2, Wemruſt let each tim have hi; atowantt.p 15 - o 
J T hat time 1s muft { a! onable wha Wi fine Ls 
 bouy *, and |pirirs beſt a:(poſed for /uch [eros - 
p153+ 
4. we ſoul { IC diſcharg: them that one duty m1 ) l 
be helpfull ro anoth:7,p,156, _ | 
Severall rules for aceaſronall datyef;*p.1 57. 
That duty Which 13 moſt neceſſary, and excelc); 
| muſt be tak-1 up, andthe: other I:t paſſe, p 159 
T hat which concernes Goas glory 15 $0 bo preferr* © 
before that which crucernes a mans [clfe. p. 155 2 
We muſt doe good to our ſelves 1m the firſt plac, 
p. 160 But I muſt not preferre my body, b:{07 
anothers ſoule, nor my tewporalts before his (pi 
ritualls, nor my good. bifore his life. p. 160. 
Reaſ: 1. If the ſea'on of aeing dutyes be tain i: 
b beantifics oll our attions.p. 161, 
Vie 1, For triall, whether We have ſcarrably m/ 
charge d qur dutyes in regard of our gemerall , 1.4 
articnlar eallings. p. 165. 
[ec 2, For tnſtraltion, it reach :th withet th: [fe 
of 4 Chriſtiar: ix not an idle life. p. 167. | 
Ve 3. F oy PnCONrAgOment, mow 8 {t-p in that We 


may » cured, while the -ſcaſon of grace laſteeb. | 
p. 168, 46 
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GxzN.6.13. | | 
{And God ſaid my Spirit ſhall 


not ftrivve with Man, for that | 
he alſo us fleſh, yet his dayes 
ſhall be an hnndred and twen- 


tie Jeares., 
| D.2 intendmenrt of the | | 
FI Spirit of GOD 
, therein, is mainely to diſco 
B '; ver\ 
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He FR of this 
Chapter , andthe} | 


_ — 


["W- | The Merror of Mercy. | 


ver two things, viz. The 
{ different condition, or ſeve- 
rall ſores of the people of the. 
{ old world bcfore the Flood, 
[inthe firſt parr of the Chap- 
{ ter, and then the different dil-| 
.  penſation of Gods provi-| 
dence towards them, an{we- 
rable both to their perſons 
and finnes, in the ſecond part 
of the Chapter. 
In the firſt, obſerve firſt, 
the carriage of the common 
1 route in ſeyerall Expreſhons, 
| from the fift,to the end of the 
| ſeven verſe, and Secondly, 
| the holy demeanour of bleſ- 
| ſed Noah inthe eight and nine] 
| verſcs, Bat Noab found gract 
| 5» the eyes of the Lord, Nowhf | 
| 9.6 4juff man and perfeit in 
| bis generation and walked with 
| 
| 


—  ——_——— 


God. Noah in that wicked 
time and place, and amongſt 
El | 30 


—_ —Y ——S«S ww 
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.; a wicked people, was an hely 
ard righteous man, ſaith the | 


{ ſhould ſay, they cared nor 


| poſterity of Se;h who had the 
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The Merror of Mercy. 


Text. Ks 
Touching the carriage and 

behaviour of wicked men, 

oblerve the hainouſneſle of 


the "ght of Nature and the 
law of God, ſaith the rext be- 
fore, the ſonnes of God ſaw the 
Danghters of men that theywere 
faire, and they took them wives | 


| 3 


their finnes in thoſe unreaſo- | * 
nable and unlawfull luſts and | 
abhominable acRions againſt | 


e 
of all which th. choſe, As who 


whether they pleaſed God or 
not, they arereſolved to pleaſe 
themſelves, their owne filthy 
appetites and humours.. - 

The ſons of God werethe 


| 


ordinances and the worſhip | 


of God in outward profeſh- 


| 
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| The Merror of Mercy.” 


on : And rhe- daughters ot 
men the daughters of Cai, 


| they were of another brood, 


and theſe ſonhes againſt Rea- 
ſon, Religion, even all com- 
mon ſence and honeſtie a- 
gainſt the Lawes of God and 
the workes of their owne con: 
ſciences joyne with theſc 


| daughters in- marriage, and 


theſe mongrel] kind of marri- 
ages produce Monſters, not 
onely*for ſtare. of body, bur 
of- monſtrous condition and 
"manners, ſuch as were mon- 


in all wickedneſſe abounding. 
-'Secondly, rouching Gods 
proceedings and curriage. cf 
himſeclfe againſt the genera- 
tion of theſe- men. Obſerve i: 
in the' + words of the Tex:, 
wherein the Lord ſers downe 


ſtrouſly prond, prophane and | 


LW it were a ſentance of doome 
againſ: || 


: SQ. ar©o can  vzv£=o m wa: cw oo . 


| 


i8 " the Merror of Mercy. 


| and finfull courſes are pur in 


a2Painſt them, whence obſerve 
that &s ſoone as fin is propeun- 
ded God enters immediatly into 
8 Connſell and determin1t10n 4- 
gainſt the Sinners, 

Expect when once_ baſe 


practiſe, Judgment comes and 


fins of theſe people obſerve 
| That marriages with 4 contrary 
Religion ever brimes deſtrutti- 
0m. Solomwan tooke 
wives, and therefore his 
Crowne was 1cnt from him. 
They chofe. new gods faith 
Deborah and there was warre 
in their gates. Here is no 
ſooner mention, made of | 
combining and mixing with 
contrary Religions, Seth and 


that ſuddenly. So from the | 


| his * erity, with Cain and 
his, bur Judgment forthwith 


enſues and proceeds, And God 
i EO . 


Obſcr. 


mm 


2, 


| | will have their owne waics 
and wills, he will no: want |. 


——_—__——. hai 
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| ſaid my ſpirit ſhall not ftrive 
with man, for that he alſo u 
fleſh, yet hs daies ſhall be an 
| hundred and twenty yeares. In 
! which words take notice, 
Firſt of Gods determination 
what he will doe; ſceing they 


Po_ 


| ofhis will, he will proceed 
| to Judgmeri, and if God de- 


ſhall hinder ir ? 

Secondly, of rhe reaſon of 
Gods determination herein. 
| In the Determination conft- 
der. Firſt, what is ſuppoſed 
and muſt neceſfarily be gran- 


termine a Judgmenr, who 


| 


1 


ted, T hat God aoth ad will | 
| deſtroy Sinners, 


nerally and particularly. | 
Generally, That- God will. 


: b ST ſtrive 


| 


_ 
I — ———— 


| Secondly what is expreſt| | 
and ſer dawne, and that ge-if 


| | mercy, Ged will not alwaies 


Reaſonis fer downe by way 


| 
ftrive with Sinners before he 
enters into Fudzment. Inthe 
Text, one hundred and twenty 
yeares, & large time of Re- 
ce, longer then they. 
| hall of living. 
Particularly, There is the 
' boumds and Lmits of Gods 


' The Merror of Mercy. | 


ftrive with man. ' 
Seconcly Obſerve thatthe 


of vw For that man 
« eee. As if it had beene 
ſaid; not onely that baſe ge- 
neration of Caiz that had caſt 
away the Law of God, and 
made Luſt rheir Law, but e- } 
ven SethsPoſteritie, Even thy | 
ſervants ( O Lord) that pro- 
feſſe the Faith, and have the | 


| worſhippe and Ordinances of | 


Gad, they even they allo are 
fleſhly and ſenſuall; nor one- 


B4___Iy 


ti. 
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ly Rome, Spaine, Italy, and 


| Twrkes, but Enzland thy pco- 


ple that have beene baptized 
profeſſed thy truth, enjoyed 
thy Ordinances, They are 
looſe and prophane-; So that 
this alſo apparantly implies 
not onely Cas Poſteritie,the 


wicked, bur Seths Seede, the || 
| Churchot God, membersot the 


viible Church; theſe,rhough 
rofteſſing the truth, depatr 


from theeruth, & praiſe the 


zbominations of the wicked. 
| Before ' we come to the {c- 
verall paſſages of the Texr, 
we mult untold the words. 
Firſt, what is meant by 


yu here, it is the Holy| 


hoſt, for God owneth this 
ſpirit, My Spirit, The third 
Perſon in the glorious7rinity, 


Now God ſtriverh, not only | 
miraculouſly or immediately 


by, 


, 


—— ———— 


The Merror of Mercy. |, 9 | A 
by Divination, bur moſt uſu- |. W i 
ally, and now medigtely b 2 
1 || [the Miniſtery of his Word. | T 
j | | | God ſtrove with this genera- 
. || |tion. of the old World by 
| | [the Miniſtery of Enoch and | * 
|} | Noah, the Lord immediatly 
| [a\biſting and adviſing them, 
they ſpoke not: their own | 
words, but {uch as Gods Spi- 
it, pur. into their mouthes, 2 | 
Pet.1.the laſt ver. Holy men of | 
God ſpake «s they were moved 
by the, Holy Ghoſt, ſo thatby | 
ſpirit here is meant the Spirit | 
of God, and by that ſpiritin_ 
the Minuſtery of the Patriarks | 
and Prophets, the Lord ſtrove | 
with the men _ of the old 
world, and former Ages. 
- Secondly, what is meant 
by ſtriving ; The Greeke In- ' 1 
terpretors tranſlates the word | 
| 
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ſo as it bath no agreement 
| Bs with | 


| The Merror of Mercy. 


| then. explicate ir. E 
| Theword is taken from a | 


| ing, butirt is not here meant } 


——— —_ —__ 


with the word Spirit, and in- 
deed we ſhall rather aime art it” 


Theame which fignifieth to 
judge, or condemne in judge- 


in judgment, but a debatiny | 


| 
{ 


| of the matter betweene God 
and a finner. Now, it God | 
ſhould call a man ro accompe | 
and enter into judgment with 
2 finner, whois able ro ſtand 
before. him? what man may 
contend with him that 1s 
| mightier* Ecclefia* 6. 10. 
No man is able to abide God or 
 comtend with hins in jud7 ment. 
| Bt God here deales with 
"man anſwerabte ro the naturc 
of a man, not with blowes, 
bur with reaſonings and di- 


ſpures, He, as it were, enters 


- — 


— 


m— 


a Law Caſe with the poore | 


inne- | 
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The Merrer of Mercy. | 11. 
' | | finnetull ſ>nnes of men, and' 
| | | proceedes in a judiciall courſe 
| | |to recover a poore ſinner 
| | [from the pathes of death 
| | | wherein hee ſtraicd, to his 
| owne worſhip which the fin- 
| ner wholly declined from , 
ns yee ſee men goe to Law, 
| | one faith the Land is mine, 
| | | another ſaith hee hath beſt 
righe eo it, and ſo their tirle 
|| | | comeslepally ro betried : E- 
[| | | ven fo. ſinne and Satan ſay 
the ſoule are theirs, and the 
| | | finneris content to goe with 
| with tem to Hell, bur the 
| | | Lordenters liſts, and claimes 
| | | by @ higher ele, and faith 
| | | that the ſoule is his, by kim 
| | |it: was created, Redcamed, 
, | {| | madeto honour his Creator, 
- | | || tro be happy in his Saviour: 
Arid how God ſtrives herein 


| | | you ſhall ſce afterwards. __ 
| 


_—_ ————. 
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| rake this to be the value of 


firſt part of the Text, obſerve 
theſe foure Dotrines. 

The Spirit of God doth ever 
undoubtedly and wunſcperably 
accompany the Miniſtry of the 
Word : Gods Word and his 


Spirit alwayes goe toge- 


' ther. 


The Lord by the yowrr of his 
Sp:rit inthe Word,in the courſe 
of his Providence, flrives with 


prore rebelliow Sinners for| 
their good and they oppoſe beth 


hu Spirit and their own 900d. 
God ſtriveth long with Sin- 
xcrs, here with the old world 
one hundred; and rwentie 
yearcs. 
Though God ſtrives lone 


| with Sinners, and yet they re- 


turne not, God will leave them 
to themſelves, and their ſinnes 
to 


— 


| 


| the ſence, ſo' that from the | 


| 


| 
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| 


to the power and curſe of finne,. 
and the judgements and plagnes 
"|| deſerved: FR Gennes bt pe 
Of the firſt Doarine, viz. 
' That:Gods Spirit doth ever | I. 
accompany the Word and the | © 
Miniſtry thereof. 
By the Spirit-of God, I 
meane the eternill Spirit, the 
holy- Ghoſt, doth in fpeci- 
all manner accompany the 
Word: know that God is e- 
very where, and knoweth all 
- [| chings, but in a ſpeciall man- | 
ner h2 is with this - it the 
Word commands,. hee com- 
| minds, and if the Word for- 
bids, he forbids, Rom. 1.16. | 
The Goſpel is the power of God 

ts the ſalvation of man... - | 

| But how/doththis appeare || 
tobe fol? be: Une an 
\ biAnfwer,. it appearethrin op! 
chreechings : Firſt, God doth | | 


pleaſe | 


——_— — 
i... A 


IS 


——FO_____ 


rn. _ 


To 


yeares are converted), ſo-thar 


pleaſe to ſet this worke apart, 
to wit, the Miniſtry of the | 
Word, to fave and ſanRifie 
our ſoules which all the lear- 
ning inthe world cannot do, 
Secondly, the Lord by the 


power of his Spirit doth con- | 


ſtantly and continually ac- 
company this worke as hee 
| thinks good, to be a confurta- 
| tion to the wicked,and a con- 
{olation to the godly, a Cor. 
2.16,17. To the one it 15 2 
{ayour of death to the other it ; 
i53 ſayour of life, it either kills | 
the foule , or ſaves the ſoule, | 
though ar ever accompanies | 
the word, yet this work of the 

| Spirit 15 a voluntary worke. | 
| Thirdly, it doth. alwayes | 
\ ACCOmpan the Word, bur | 
doth not alwayes worke , tor 


it 


—__ 


en CI 


i... 
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ſome: after twenty or-thittic | 


[| char whoſoever looked on ir 


| Word of God: for the Mi- 
ble ro convert then others, | 
ſed ro — chem in | 

the 


Word, that it is able ro doe 
ffallthings + Inche]beginni 


The error of Merey. | 
it doth nor al wWayes worke. | * 


Looke as the brazen Serpent | 
was lift up in the wildernefſe 


\H— — = 


that was ſtung with the fiery 
Serpents ſhould be healed: | 

there was a healing vertue in | - 
if, he ſer it apart for that pur- | 
'poſe , for that had no vertue 
of it ſelfe, but becauſe God 
would worke by it, fo that | 
 whoſvever looked on it might | 
be healed : ſo it is .with the 


niſters thereof are no more a- / 
but becauſe God hath promi- 
diſpenſation of it. 


Reaſon, Firſt raken from 


it and effeat of this. 


it was able to doe that which 
-_ 


—— _— 


6 Mega 


| 'men and Angells cannot doe, | 
| Heb.4.12. The Word of God « 


| of God knows them and tha: | 


* The M errar of Mey q. | 


quick and powerfull, and ſhary- 
er then any two edged Sword, 
pierting even to. the deviding 
a[ſunder of the ſoale and Spirit, 
aud 4 diſcoverie of the thon;hts 


of the heart. It is Gods faith- 
tull word, the reaſon why | 


| Carnall men fall our with the 


Miniſters of the word, and 
fay,you ſpeake againſt mce, [| 
know you mean2 mce. No, 


no, we know nor your hearts, | 
but God dothy-and the word 


findes yau our, Zohn 5. 25. 
The dead ſhall heare the vaite of 
the Sonne of God, the meaning | 
15, they-thart are dead in fins: | 
for by. Nature everic, man is. 


. | dead n ſinne.. Jr muſt be more 


| then all men can-doe, as our 
| Saviour {aud tOLazarmw,when 


ot 


men 


an = > MM w@. c. > woo 6s 


mn os }2_« << <a_ _a a &O- 
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men ſtood weeping by, bur 
Chriſt ſaid - Lazar come 
forth, Foh. 11.43. Ir muſt be 
Gods Word that muſt raiſe 
us from the death of ſinne to 
the life of righreouſnefe. 
 Yſe. Firſt of Inftruftion 
to take heede of raking up of 
Armes againſt the Spirit of 
God, we fee the hainous ſin 
of them that deſpiſe the Mi- 
niſtrie of the Goſpell, men 
may thinke it nothing; bur 
atlas, you know not what it is: 
torthe word of God, and the 
Spirit of God goe together, 
as the bleſſed Martyr Steves| 


ſaid tothe Jewes, AZ,7. 51. | 


Te ſtiffenecked and uncercum- 


|| fſedin heart and cares, yee doe | 


alwayes reſiſt the holy Ghoſt as 
did your Fathers ſo doe you, 
therefore rake heede, you ate | 
necre to the ſinne againſt rhe 


| 


holy | 


_— —— — _y——_— 
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putting Fohs in priſon was a- 


holy Ghoſt : for it is nor the | 
Word of man, but the Word 


of God, it is the Spirit that 


thou ſhouldft be ſaved by,'| 


that thou haſt oppoſed , you 
goe away with the contempt 
of the Goſpell,and'make that | 
nothing, thou haſt ſinned a 
exinſt God and his Spirit 
that aceompanies the Word : 
O Counſell one another, ſay, 
doe you know whar you do? 
Itis Gods Spirir, that muſt 
comfort you? that muſt fave 
you; Itis that that you op- 
pole : when you' oppoſe the. 
word, take heede, for this 1s 
2b-ve inceſtuous finnes. Luke 
3+ 19.20, Merod was an in 
ceſtuous finnner, bur above 


all his ſins he added this, that || 


he pur Fob» in priſon; he was 
aninceſtuous Adulrerer, yet 


_— 


bove 


we. 
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|| for the 


Wd EE eg 


bove all; Math. no 21. 22» 
It foull be eafier for Sodome and 
Gomorrah in the day of Fudg- 


theword o 
point. 

And now I will faſten up- 
on the ſecond point, which I 
conceive is the pith and ſub- 
ſtance, even the maine life of 
the Text, vis. The the Lord 
bythe power of his Spirit inthe 
ok riveth with poore ſinners 


r good, and they in the 
meane time oppoſe both his Spi- 
rit and their ewne good. The 
Parties are God and man; 
God ſtrives, and the finner 
ſtrives, The Lord invents 
wayes to work off the Soule 


from its ſinnes, and its de- | 


ſtrution, and the Sinner | 
makes ir his maine peece and 
care, his cheife $kill and cun- | 


| ment then for you that oppreſſe | 
La Lark, Som 


mt 4 


_ © TRY i _— t—_— 
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ning!) f 


9 


— ——T 


ning to hinder the good word. 
of the Lord, in the worke up- | 
on his ſoule for his ſalvarign. 
In common experience wee 
ſee it, If God open the cies ot! 
a Drunkard,, or awaken 
che Adulterer, ;what a deale: 
of ſtirre there is; One drinkes 
it off; another plaies it out, a, 
third dambes up his Soule 
ehing, or any ' way, that the 
Spirit of. the Lord may 
; not prevaile, If the Lord 
eurne the face of a child or a 
| ſervant in the familie rowards | 
him, then preſently there is 
hue and crie up by the Father 
or the Maſter, He is an un- 
done man, or an undone wo- | 
man; then there is labourine 


| fle the worke of grace inthe 
| heare: Thus when God ftri- 
I veth | 


I 
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| by all meanes poſsible ro (ti- | 
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| vethropluck men out of their 
"© | Ganes, they continue in finne, 
ul | and ſo: fubje&t themſelves ro 
"- f ecernall-puniſhmenr, therfore | 


| my" \the contention grow 
.. || aarvellous grear, God ftri- 


yeth, and finne and Saran | 
| ſtrive, and man holds it out 
"ro the laſt, As appeares Aath. | 
\. 23.37.0 Feru(« em, thou that 
"of kileft the Prophets, and ftoneſt 
Y || y 

| them that were ſent to thee, orc. 
| there is the buſineſſe, and 
marke, how oftey would 1 have 
gathered you, rc. and you 
, would not. The Father would | 
- || draw men to his Sonne to be 
*|F] faved, but Fohn: 5. 4. ye will | 
| #88 come unto me that ye may be 
ſaved: whilſt our Saviour thus 
{| ſtrives with the cords of mer- 
J|.cieto draw men to ſalvation, 
|they labour tt) withdraw 
\themiclves from him, and to 


4 EL Df plundge \ — 


le: 


ſh 


""— 


I IO — 


— 4 


renothened with the ſpirit 
P_—_ them boldly, Ls by 
ftren;th of Argument laid heli 
upon their underſtandings pro 
wing that Feſus was the Chr'fl 
| Bur they came as in pitch: 
| barrellagainſt that Do&rine 
| of life, and ſalvation, they 
did gainſay and blaſpheme it 
the word in the original (12- 
| nifies, They planted forces is 
order, and came in batiell ir 
| 749 againſt thoſe bleſſed trutht: 
he eden din _ pla- 
ces of the Acts, when Pas 
revealed thetruth, part joynts 
with the Apoſtles, p.rt with ih! 
Fewes, ſome were convince! 
ethers garyſayed, and reſiſte. 
4 See then how a poore {inne! 
breakes all the cords of grac: 
20d mercie, as Pſalm,” 2. 3: 


— A ———_— 
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 plundge themſelves into 
damnation. AZ.18. 5,6.P.l 


| | w| CC 
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| when there the wicked com- 
they, 
Let w breake his Bonds afſun- 
der, and caft his Cords from #s. 
GodsCounſells, Commands, 
Reproofes, &c. are tbe cords 
they breake: the threatnings 


—_—_— 


| 


Conſcience, all the tyes 
of mercte, they ſnappe in 
| peices,; they breake all and 
wilfully wichdraw themſelvs 
from lalvztion, we neede no 
more witneſſes ro cait this 
| cauſe, woſull experience dai- 
? roduces too many ; all 
dihculty reſts in the Expli- 
05{ryec three things. 
| Firſt, I will diſcover how | 
God drawes 2nd ſtrives with 
the finner, what a deale of 
doe itts to bring @-linnerto 
everlaſting lite. 
Secoudly, 


of the word, the checkes of | 


cation of this : And therin | 


o 
Li 


| The Merror of Mercy. 
Secondly, the rexſon why 
God doth fo ſtrive. 
II nm here- 
OT. | 
b; Firſt, how doth the Lord | 
| ſtrive 4- The good: Spirit of 
.the Lord followes a Suit 
himſelfe againſt « ſinner, 
and. pleades a Law-Caſc 
with him. I doe confeſſe the 
dealing of God is marvel. 
lous ſtrange herein, and [ in- 
geniouſly acknowledge 1 
want both skill and heart to 
ſet forth the. pleadings of 
God herein: Bur, he 1s one! 
ablero ſpeake for himſelte. 
+ |] andbyhisgratious aſsiſtance 
| wee ſhall obſerve to you 
{ſuch pleacs as God afford: 
in Scripture, how the Lord 


—_—_—_ 
—— A 


| hath dear herein. To eh 
point then. How 'the Lord 
pleades and ſtrives with 1 


ſ:nner_ 
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ſinner, I refetre to two 
heads, 


fion, | 
| 2. By way of conftraint 
and compulfion. 

"Whetein we ſhall obſerve 


all the cords of mercie and 
bondes of compaſsion. Firſt, 
| ftriving, and if thoſe doe 
not 


aile, execution of 
meat, terrours and 8 
g hand purſues a ſinner 
in mercic, and ar laſt, if all 
faile, mercy overcomes the 
ſinner, wherein ſee, God 
firſt diſcovers the matrer in 
contfoverſie Proccedes to 
execution, and by repreive 


| 


laſt prevailes by mercy o- 
|| ver judgement, | 


1. By way of perſiva- 


es... 


Touc 


and of the pleacs of mercyia 
| ſcripture we muſt referre our 


| = obſer- 


ct. _ —_————— 


tn... ti 


ing che firſt 55] 


| 


| 
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| Heareing, the Party is ſum- 
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obſervation hereof to toure! 
heads. 


Firſt, As in s ſuite of Law 
before there can be a day of 


moned to anſwer. 

So the Lord having 1 
Controverfic with a finner, 
the Lord ſummons the finner 
into his Court, the Lord 
cauſerh a Writ to iſfue out 
rw atrach a ſinfull Creature 
char liech ſnorting in his ſins, 
and (ſecurely poſts co deſtri. 
+Rion, one thar never ſaw his 
miſerie and wants, and never 
ſought for mercy and ſupply. 
Salvarion being the furtheſt 
end of his thoughts, and the| 


leaſt part of his care, Now 


'the Lord doth bring this] 


| abour in- his providence, by 


| bringing them to the word, 


_ therein mercifully ma- 
r kin? 


———_— 
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| 


| 


1 | 


'king knowne the ſinners e- 
ſtate before ever he imagi-' 
[ned chereof. Fſa: 65. 9. 1. 
nar found of them that ſourht 
mee not, Hence in, ordinarie 
experience-many a poore fſin- 
full creature hath beene acci- 
dentally caſt 'into ſuch a 
| Towne, or into a good fa- 
milie, and the Lord comes 

him on a ſuddaine 

| when he never dreamed of 
life and grace. As. many a 
ſoule in the acknowledgment 
of Gods mercy and provi: 
dence breakes out in this 
wonder, Ohrthart I ſhould be 
brouÞtr into ſuch a place, 
Ha; familie, and meete 
with ſuch opportunities, 
when I creamed of it as little 
as of doomes tay and deli- 


red'nothing mhiore then miſ- 


clivife, thar God ſhbuld ſtop 
EF} C3 
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me in the way to Hell: Sec IC 
that of Saul when he was 


' running to Damaſcms , ab 
| (Gaith he) I will rake theſe 


ticles; « light ſhin'd ſudden- 
ly from Heaven and almoſt 
tumbled him downe into 
Hell, Even ſuch « kindc of 
light is let into the ſoule; 
not that we muſt expe x 


' when the word is brought 


never heard or thought of. 


| "And if the finner growes | 
| tareleſſe and will nor attend, 


| God calls upon the ſoulc, 
anddrawes the minde to at- 


tend, holds the light co the 
eye, and brings the Word 
| fo evident ro the ſoule that it 


bo. Ha... 


' Puricaines in their Conven- || | 


miracle, or a new thing, but|| | 


| hame to the underſtanding, || | 
the ſoule will thinke thoſe|| | 
range things, ſuch as hee | 


Cannot} 


_— 
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| 


| fnarle, Hoſt 1how founde mee 
 [ew8 ? Oh mine Enemy, faith 


| cure, will not heare, nor at- 


| him,.our behinde the Pillor, 
| awakens-him aſlcepe in his 
| Puc, finds him out his finnes, 


_—— 


| The Merror of Mercy. + 
cannot evade, FEzek. 16. 2, 
Soune of man cauſe the Chil- 
dren of Ffracll to know their 
abominat ions, The Prophet, 
1 Kings 21. 230. having a 
Meſſage to 4hab after his 
tle 


he of the Prophet ftar- 
im, and makes him 


 Abeb. The worde findes 8 


minderoatrend ir. The ſoule 
would be careleſſe and ſe- 


tend. The Lord knockes as 
the dovre 6f the ſoule, findes 


and diſcovers his abomins- 
tions. The Lord comes home 
to the ſoule, and tells him 


2 thou | 


i 


—_— 
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| chou. art the- man that hath || 
ſinned, and thou ſhalt bee |] * 
plagued ; God deales like a 
Wraſtler, firft catches told 
chen comes in, and at laſt 
throwes a man upon his back || | 
| makes him yeeld and con- 
 feſſe,I am the man. Thus the 
| Lord cauſeth the minde to 
attende the word. .The Lord || 
|,tells rhe Nrupkard. that the || + 
Alehouſe is.gotthe way to 
| Heaven,and'ithe Adulcerour 
chat hisway lcads.co perduti- 
{.@n,j\brings them tothe word, 
and canuſcth them to attend 
Ugo. 1 | 

» And. further the Soule at- 
{| tending. the word , and be- 
ing. ignorant and knowing: 

no good, the Lord informes 
2 finner and 'ſers up a light of 
wiſedome in his- minde to 
conceive of the nature of 
| finne. 


= 


| 
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finne, whereby he hath =_ 
yoked God. He that yer ne- 
ver knew what finne was, 


now it ſtares him in his face, 


and he bcholds it with a- 


*mazciment, and in ſome mea- 


|ſarealfo comes to conceive 
.ofche nature of grace, he be- 


5 
ginnesto {ce the excellencic' 


of Faith and ' Repenrance, | 
whatitisro bee ta Chriſt, 
what is to wm_ 2 Chriſt: 
theman is beconſe __ 
henfive. man (ſaich God) 7 
will cauſe the houſe of Fſrarh 
10 bnow their abhominations 
Ir 1s nor ſuffictent ro _ 
Ind heare the word , 


it, it will makethe Drunkard | 
know whar it is to be drunke, 


C 4 


never attend it, or wh der, 
of it; Bur if God comes with | 


| 


and the Diſſembler whar ir 1s 


to deale fafly with God w 
;- "ae 


p_ —_—— ___ ——_—_ 
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| his truth, Fob. 36. 9. Hee|| 


ſhewes them their workes 


| judgements threatned, the 


The finner faith, this is my 


and that is the judgement of 
God for it. Thus I fay the 


And this is the firſt way by 
ſummons or Subpena, If x 
inner be ſecure, God brings 
him tothe word; if then carce- 
lefſe, God makes him ar- 


him; As in a Law caſe, The 
man 15 not onely atratched to 


and their tranſgreſhons. God || 
ſhewes a man his iniquitics, | 
God ſhewes x man his pride, || 
his vanity of minde, the|| 


plague deſerved. Oh then, || 


 finne, and this is the punifh- || | 
ment due to mee, that is, the | 
Nature of my abhomination, | | 


Lord takes hold of 2 ſinner; | 


appezre, bur when he ap-; 


peares, 


4 


'| ot the fat; So the Lord 


| | repentance, which hee never 


| heart 


| 


bo p TY 
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peares there is a declaration 


ſhewes the ſoule, what his | 
ſinnes are, what neede there. 
isof Chriſt, grace, faith, and, 


knew of before. - - | 
| Secondly, Thus the Aion 
being laid, oh, che finſull 
invents marvellous 
ſtrange ſhifrs and evaſions. 

The day is appointed for: 
the eriall, what La dorh : 
the Soule ger' to plead his. 


| Caule? He ſends -forcarnall i} 


reaſon, as Pharaoh (ereforthe ! 


Magicians, And - when God ; 
hath opened his eyes, and 
diſcovered his ſoule to his 

ſoule, then he calls in, I {ay, 
the Magicians of carnall rea- | 


of God leſt ir 


— _ ——  — —— —— 
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ſonro plead againſt the word | 
Roald prevaile, | 
or his ſins ſhould lie fo heavy ! 
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upon him as to tire and wea- 
ry him out of them. Firſt, it 
 excuſeth the hainouſneſſe of 


great, that though the Mini- | 
ſter ſpeake as if we were all 
Saints, yet are we not all fin- 
ners, who then ſhall goe un- 
| puniſhed? we doe not looke 
to be ſaved by our ſclves or | 


fus Chriſt; and he came to 
{ave Sinners, It is but looking 
rowards him,and crying God 
mercte at liſt; bur, ſaith the 
Miniſter, we muſt be ſandti- * 
| fied ag well as ſaved. Ads. 3. 
26. God having raiſed up his 
Zonne Jeſus ſent him to blefic 
you in turning every one of 
you from his evill way: 
'T hat is bleſſedneſle; we muſt 
be reformed, if conforted : 
humbled, if glorified; _ 
| aith 


En ECT 


our workes, bur by Je] 


| 


ſinne, that the fin was not ſo|f | 


| 


CC. AA tl os 


ſake my evill waies ? we 
know no man can, whatneed 


{2 man to be fo preciſe and cu- 


rious? Thus with theſe and 
many other pſeaſe carnal rea- 
ſon,like a cunning Solicitour, 
with the helpe of the Divell, 
who will play the crafry 
Lawyer, and what the one 
can invenr, and the other ſug- 
geft will be ſurely pleaded ro 
beate backe the power of the 
word. And tis admirable ro 
conſider what contentions 
there are herein, and how the 
wicked heart of man will out- 
bid. all the meanes under 


. | heaven untill the ſpirit of 


God come in upon the ſoule, 
and then as the wiſcdome ot 
God informes a ſinner, torhe 
ſpirit becoms rhe Advocate 
of God, thar wile ang holy 
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Spirit by the Miniſtery of the 
word convinceth the ſinner, 
Fohn 16. 8. And when he « 
come he will convince tht 
world of finne; he will anſwer | | 
all the pleacs and arguments 
char the ſinner can make. 2. 
| Cor. 10. 4,5. For the wes- 
pins of our warfare are not 
carnall bat mighty throwrh 
God, to the pulling downe of | 
flrong holds, Caſting down: | 
immaginations and every hich 
thins that exalteth it ſelfe a- | 
zainft the knowledge of God, 
ard bringing into captivity 
| every thought to the obedience 
of Ehrift : when the ſoule ca- 
vills, what needes all this a- 
doe. Shall nota man = go 
Heaven unleſſe he pray, 
heare Sermons, and ſanRifie 
the Sabboth * Then*® the 
Spirit.of God convinces a 

man | 


i 


—— 


———— 
es aes. AM «6 


| 


{ be as good a Chriſtian. 
| Thus the ation being laide 
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_— — 


_——— 


| good Chriſtian and « ſwee- 


men fully, that he hath not a 
word to ſay againſt the evi- 
dence of truth, hee gives u 
the day, 2nd ſaith, I conf: 
lam the man, theſe are m 

ſinnes, I muſt forſake theſe 


or periſh;nay,I muſt forſake | 


all my finnes or elſe I for- 
ſake none: 1 ſee I cannot ben 


rer, .z proud vaine perſon, 
a careleſſe liver, then a Hea- 
then,a prophane Atheift will 


——__— 
—— 


by Information, and the ſin- 
ner caſt in the action by the 
Spirits convition. Then | 
3- Leaſt the ſinnernow in 
this eſtare apprehending his 
finnes and the hainouſneſſe of 
them, and of his deſperate 
forlome eſtate thereby ſhould 


ſinke under his burthen, che 
Lord 


37 


—— 


i ——__—_—_— 


p 


COT — Ol. 


38 The Merror of Mercy. 


YO —————_——_ 


Lord lets in the manifeſtation 
of his goodnes into his ſoule, 
and the Soule thinkes with 
it ſelke how good is God in 
his providence to provide the 
meanes of grace to briw'g me 


—_— 


wanderings, Ah fintull, loſt. 
undone creature; And yet the 
| Goſpell of grace/and the 
word of grace invites me to 
mercie. Oh, Is it poſſivle 


' the Lord vouchſafe mee the(c 
| mercies * why not my 
heart purged © why not my 


< 


under them, to ſhew mee my. 


thar ſuch a foule as mine ' 
ſhould be recovered ? Thx 
| I am yer alive, yet on this. 
fide hell, yer enjoy theſe | 
meanes? Rem: 2.4. The 2004- | 
| neſſe of the Lord leadeth unto 
repentamtance, and it incours- | 
 geththe ſinner both ro com- 
' fort and amendment : doth | 


” Cy nm 


corrupt | 


ws wg wi, uw, O&% 


£ ts ——_———— 
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»| corrupt Natures cleanſed ? | 
why Lord, thou waſt merci-, 


{ full ro Manaſes who after all 
his wickednefle repented and 


| | received mercy. 


| 4, If yet the ſinner ſhall 
turne this goodnefſe of God 
into wantonneſſe, and per- 
yert the mcanes of grace unto 
by ends, becauſe he is yer in 
ſtrength agd health, doth 
ind will continue {till in his 
finnes, delaics his repentance, 
 Repentance will be ſoone c- 
nough hereafter. That rhe 
wiſedome of God groweth 
almoſt reſolved ro forſake 
him, becauſe all the wayes 
thereof for the finners refor- | 
mation are negleted , The 


] goodneſſe of God is reſolved 


to" incourape him no more 
becauſe deſpiſed: yer the pa- 


i 


| | rience of God commetrh in, 
| and | 


_=” 
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and when the Lord is even 
leaving the finacr, and Ju- 


| tice raking hold of venge- || 
| ance, the bleſſed patience of 
| 


————_. __—— 


- 
i 


[ 

t 

God ſteps. in and pleades, ; 

and enters a new ſuccor, It ; 

intreates the Lord to ſtay one |||, 

yeare longer, 

When the Lord came three | | |, 
yeares to the Figerree, Luke 

13.7. and found no fruit, Cut | 

| 

| 

( 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


it downe ({aith the Lord)nay, | 
| ſtay Lord, (faith the Keeper | | 
of the Vineyeard) another, | 
yeare it may beare, So that 
| Gods patience prevailes, that 
God doth nor yer procecce 


in juſtice and execute judgc- 

| ment. Hoſ. 11.3, 9. How ſhall | 

I give thee wp,0 Ephraim: how | | 

ſhall 1 deliver thee, Iſs acll ? 

how ſhall I makethee as Ad- 

mah? how fhaH I ſet thee as Ze- 

beim? mine hart is turned with- | 

if 


— | 


En EI” 
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os mmm nn 
in wee, my repentings art 
|| kindled together, \1 will nos 


execute the fierceneſſe of mine 
anger, &rc. Sec how patience 


lexdes for a poore creature, | 
Oh Lord, Faye re ſinner 
hath delayed, 


he will 
now reſolve, he hath put off 
the time, but now he hath 


19097 xn ings fhall 
amended: now' i he 
will ſer upon the worke of 
Reformation of himſelfe and 
his family. Lord, ery him 
one monerth, one yeare lon- 
ger, and he will pray in his 
familie, ſanRific the Sab-| 
both, and live holily, and 
| trialy. Bur, yer it chrough 
| || the patience of che Lord the 
finnergroweth more careles, | 
he hath promiſed faire, bur 
indeavoures not to amende, | 


"Þ continues not in theſe good 
re-| 


| EY 


At. —_— 


| 


— 


no | 


tht tt. HH. 4 


reſolutions, but 15 more vaine 


6, 7. Their tranſereſsions art 


How ſhall I ſpare 
no furcher, Then cometh in 
the long ſufferance of God, 
and -rhaugh the conterpt, 
negteR, and careleſnele of i 
finncy is continued, yer God 
indures,' Ferm: 13. inthe laſl 
verſe, V Yee unto thee, Oh Je 
ruſulem, wilt thow not be ma: 


140. yeares here inthe Text. 
Oh that the Lord ſhoul: 
| beare with a man untill he b: 
an old 


| Oh this long fufferance of 


God is admirable;*If nor for 
this 


? I can go; 


cleane ? when ſhall it once be 
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and ſecure, patience begin- 
neth to be wearie. Ferem. 5. 


W439), and their backſliding; 
are increeſed. How ſhall ! par- 
| don ther far. this. ? Patience is, 
ara ftand,comesto a period. 


ith. = 


| 
' 


gray-headed ſinner; 


' 
| 
' 
j 


| , 
| 


Macs long was 1 greiwved with 
| || $846 gener $08: P/al, 355+ 10. 
| | YVhar forty yeares gogether 
-a Contemnor of Gods word, 
a Deſpiſer of che meanes of 
grace,- and yer ſpared * See, | 
and wonder then poore ſin- 
ner, how thou laboureſt to 
get the better of God, andto | 
out tire his patience, And yet 
God beares and indures to 


gather up: when the ſinner | 


ward 


A———. 


——— h———— 
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was carelefſe and ignorant, | 
the Lord did awaken and in- 
for me him , when the ſinner 
wes quarelſome and conten- 
| tzous, the Lord did convince 
and caft him : when the ſoule 
| n_ be diſcouraged and 

paire, the Lord did quic- 
ken and raiſe him up, yetthe 
finner delayed, and God did|} 
ons finner falfifyed his 


promiſe, and God did indure: 
And, whar ſhall theſe faire 

omiſes come to nothing * 
'Didſt northou thinke and re- 
ſolve to leave thy finnes, to 
take up « new courſe ? Re- 
member the time, the placc, 
the bed of ſickneſſe, the 
Miniſtery of the word, At 
ſuch a Sermon, under ſuch 1 
Croſſe, Didſt not thou ar ſuch 
2.time before, thoy wenteſt 
out of the Congregation ſay 
with | 


—— 


to 


FY —— 


aſe the Lol, this good | 
pleaſe ord, this 
oa 
[wi y 
never walke- in any former 
courſes : Bur alas, is for» 
or, and the Lord faith, have 
Fa long indared, and ſhall 
[ indure you to contiriue ever 
| infinne £ Now patience and 
| long ſufferance are both for 
| vengeance ; God can, will | 
not indure longer, now he 
comes to- execution, 1/s. 1. | 


—_ 


24. when the Lord was tired 
with their abhominations 

Ah, ſaiththe Lord, 1 will eaſe 
mee of mine adverſaries, and 
avenge mee of mine enemies. 
As who ſhould fay, I will 
now take hold of vengeznce, : 
and that Drunkard and looſc 
rſoa that would nor forſake 


—_ but 


On EIT 
EC 


i... AM —— 
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bur continue ſtill in their fil. 
thy beaſtlinefſe , I will eaſe 
me of chem with ſuddaine 
deſtrugion, and that falſe 
diſſembling profeſſor that 
made n ſhew of godlineſſe, 
bur denied the power, I will 
eaſe me of him, and ſpue him 
| out with ſhame to his face, 


Bur of this in three pucri- 
culars. 

Firſt , the fierceneſſe of 
che furie of che Lord breakes 


in upon the ſinner, and thc 


geance, and'ms heavic 
| pleafure upon the conſcience, 
and like a Purſevant breakes 
through the Chamber doorc, 


| ſuddenly, goe downero ever- 


—_—_. ——_— 
: — _—. 


— 


Y 


f 


— — —— 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


and horror to his conſcience. !Þ 


| 
|! 


Lord lets in the vcines of ven | 


and the wrarh'of God faich, ||| 
come away'to Hell, away | 


laſting deftruQion,”P[a.4.”. | 
All: | 


All thy waves and thy. billowes 
are 70ne vver me. 

 Herthat was a kinde loving 
friend , now is become a cer- 
rible enemie , and purſues as 
fiercely as he perſwaded 
mercifully , Fob. 15. 24, 25- 
Trouble and anguifh ſhall meke 


* \ |f bins afvaide, they ſhall prevaile 


arainft him, as a King ready to 
batell, For he ſtretcheth ont his 
| hand 4zainft God, and ftrene- 
theneth b1mſelfe againf# the 
Almiehty. Bur though Phara«- 
oh (aid, who us, the Lord, 


|\( Exed:5. 2.) that 1 ſhould 


'-|þ | {et them goe , that I ſhould obey 


bis voyce; yer God ran upon 
him , even upon his necke , e- 
ven upon the thicke boſles of 


| his bucklers, and cruſhr the 


| pride and vanity of his ioule. 
The poore finner when he 


.|was informed in his judg- 
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| the finner is ſtrongeſt , ſtout- 
when his pride is ſhame- |} 


mearc, convinced in his con- 
{cience, and ſtriven with by 
much patience , and long (ut. | 
ferance ſtrerched out to the | 
utmoſt, yer whet though the 
Miniſter told him of plagues 
and threatnings, Come (faith 
he) ler us drinke 8c. what| 
| though they lay we muſt goe 
to hell and periſh , we {ce no 
ſuch marter, thus our-faccing 
the Almighty, and out-brave- 


ing Gods Miniſters: and they} 
are ſturdy , and will ba (o 
ſturdy Kill, and rebellious, 
and fo ftill continue ; wel!, 
doe they thinke to carrie it 4: 
way thus ? /The Lord wil! 
runne upon them , and cruſh 
them topeices: the Lord doth 
not rake advantage, bur when 


eſt 
leſle 


and impudent, and hc 


—_— 


| Jil : ruffles | 


——_— _— 
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ruffles it out in deſpight of 
Miniſter, Magiſtrate, and all 
bonds, Then God will bee- | 
ven with him. Becaulſc he co- 
vers his face with fatnes, be - 
cauſe he is: carnall , careleſſe , 
goes away, cates, drinkes, 
riots, rakes content in a ſc- 
cure, ſenſuall, ſtubborne 
courſe : the Lord will runne 
upon their browes, terrifie the 
conſcience, and confound 


his impudence : thus, when | 


the ſinner ſcemes moſt tron 


| comes firſt ro be arreſted. 


. jf | him<into the Dungeon , Ju- 
| ſticeand Gods truth come to | 


and ſecurein finne, God wil 


| be moſt keene and ſtartle the 
| foule. And thus the ſbule 


Secondly, the: wrath of 
God further ſends for the fin- 
ner, and drags him to priſon, 
and:when he is in priſon caſts 


het 


D take 
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| take the forfciture of all fa- 
vours and mercies heretofore 
enjoyed, and not profited by : 
and as one thar 'E caſt into. | 
' priſon, the» a&ion upon aRi- || 
on,and execution upon execu- 
tion is laid upun a man until! 
| they breake his backe, an un- 
done man for ever (as we lay 
ſo with the Juſtice of Gov, 
| P[/al. 50. 21,22. Theſe things 
| thou haft done, & 1 kept ſilence, 
| and thou thonghteſt 1 was ſuch « 
one 45 thy ſelfe, Thou didſt not 
| thinke I heard thee in ſuch |} 
| Taverne ſpeaking againit 
God , his people, his wai-s | 
| marke ,.1 held my- tonzuc :, ON 


| the patience of God - and his 
| | forbearance of ſinners in it 
| midſt of their wickedrncfſc, | 


They prophaned Gods Sab- | 
| both, and yer proſpered, they f 
thought God did net reguard it, | 


mri a GoJ'} 


— —_— 


| 


|| | my fleps, deft thaw wot watch 8- 


- 


| 
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God allowed it; they deſpiſed 
his holy ones, and lived in 
jollity, and rhoughe God did 
not ſeeir, But all rheſc backe- 
reckonings, and forfcitures , 
and all their abominations 
are now ſer in order before 
their eyes. Conſider this ye that 
forget God, leaſt I teare you tn 
peices, and there be none to dcli.” 
ver 90u. 


Ah, the good Spirifof God, | 


th, the goodnefle of God, his 

patience , his long ſufferance : | 
Everie one of theſe comes in 
and enters an action againſt 
the ſoule : theſc that ſhould re- | 
freſh my ſoule, relinquifh ir, 
nay, they aggravate my an- 
guiſh and torment, Fob 14. 
16, 17, For now thon numbreſt | 


— 
—_—— 


ver my finne? My tranſgreſsions | 
are ſealed wp inabas , and thow 
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ſoweſt up mineiniquitie, 
Remember ſuch a time wha 
rhou didſt, and how I did for- 
| beare, -but I will forbeare no 
| {onger, and at laſt Juftice with 
1 full ſwindge brings in all the | 
bonds and all recknings, all | 
I thoſe exhortations that have | 
beene lighted, reproofes ſcor- 
ned, meanes of grace enjoyed, 
and not betrered by, and thoſe | | 
antient multiplyed and great 
tranſgreſſions , theſe all w1!] 
breake the back of mountains, | | 
| | and rocks are not ableto beare | | 
| off the billowes of the wrath | | 
thus kindled ; and thus the | | 
ſoule is in priſon and under ex- | | 
ecution , and there like ro lic, | 
and rot, and periſh. | 
Yet againe, and ar laft caſt, | 
| after the wrath of God hath, 
thus arreſted the ſoule, and the 
| Juſtice and truth and mercie | 


| an 


———_—_—— — F 
"i 


| 
| 
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nn 


' | comes Our of the horror of con- 


LY 


and patience and the forbea- 
rance of God hath laid aRion 
| upon ation upon the ſoule, | 
and the ſoule 15 in execution, 
everlaſting ruine being ready 
'to ſeize on' it, then mercy 
 bayles the ſinner, eventhe mer- 
cy of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
| comes in , and undertakes that 
the ſoule ſhall appeare or mer- 
| | cle will ſatisfy for him , ſo the 
finner is yet reprived, Mercy 
| | gers the day, when a ſinner 


| | ſcience, and the devourings of 
| juſtice, Oh the bowells of 
' mercy : Ohthe mercy of a Fa- 
ther: the bloud of a Chriſt, the | 
comfort of the Spirit calls the | 
{oule our of priſon. Oh tarxe , 

why will ye dye, Ezek. 18. 13. 

Remember the knocks and 
horrors of conſcieace, the be- : 


ginnings.of hell: they all come 
D 3 and, 
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and mourne over a ſinner. Oh 

ye Drunkard , turne, be d-unks 
10 more, come to mee and 

ſaved: foto the provd propane 
r-bellious and malicios {n- 
12ers, why will ye yer oppoic| 
God, and ſo ever-be contoin- | 
ced by hin? why will ye go! 
to hell, O ye ſ{infull ſonnes of 
men? Cometo me and [ w!!! 
pardon your finnes, Come to 
meand1I will fatisfic and pay 
all your debts, faith Gods Sp- || 
rit, I will ſubdue, cruſh all] | 
[your Rebellions. Oh this, this | | 


[15 the laſt time. Now obſerve, | | 


if ye come in, receive all the 
good offered ,, It ye now be a | 
ſervant tothe Lord your God. 
all your former iniquitics ſha] 
bepardoned,old arrerages [h2.. 
not be laid to your charge. Þ ' 
me (faith Chriſt , beleeve , and | 
ye ſhall be juſtifyed from al! 


"thine: 


_—__—— 
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Yh | things, Ad, 13. 39. Now ob- 
| | ſerve this 1s the Jaſt ſtroke, the 
laſt period, the ſuit is at an 
+-| | | end, if you entertaine mercy to 
1- || | pardon ye, the bloud of Chriſt 
| | | to ſatisfie for you, the motions 
1-| | | of che Spirit ro quicken you: 
| | Tis well. if not now what can 
'' | | be looked for , but fire from 
|| | | Heav:n to deſtroy Gods Ad- 
0 verſaries, Thus you ſee how 
y Go1 ſtrives and wraſtles hard 
| | before he brings men co repen- 
| | tance and {ilvation. - 
| The upſhor of all is this, the 
\| | | Lord finding a ſinner careleſſe 
>| | | and fecure by his word, gives 
|| | him notice of his waies, when | 
|} | he haththe word he makes him 
| | attend, attending awakens and 
igformes him. The ſinner ſce- | 
ing his Eſtate begines to wran- | 
ele with God, then God con- | 
Vinceg him, when convinced, | 


: D 4 leaſt 
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leaſt hee ſhould fir downe 1 
diſpaire, comforts him, and 
being incouraged, tlic (17. 
ner again&-groweth carelc(! 
and dclaics the time - Guy 
waites, he abufeth Gods p: 
tience, and yet his long ut 
ferance indureth, and yer no! 
work cff:&ually : then Go. 
put to it, & with a ſtrong hand 
layes hold on a {inner,and ſets 
his wrath to arreſt a ſinner,and 


- Tuſtice binds him over to 


judgement, yet at laſt Mercy 
comes in, offers grace, pardon | 
of fins, and falvation-in FE 
Lord” Jeſus Chriſt. This 

the purſuit of the Law-Ca'c 
The Reaſons why God rives 
with ſinners thus,are brietel y: 


Firſt, that he might expretle. 


and. plorific his attribute of 


Mercy, and that the w orld : 


might know It, &rejoyce inf, 


Secondly 


| 
j 
| 
[ 
« | 
| 
| 


| 


| 


— — —— 
AI as 
———— 


|. The Mirror of Mercy. 


| Secondly, that he might 
leave the world without ex- 
cuſe, that if they goe downe 
| | | to the. botromleſfe pir they 
| | | muſt thanke themſelves. 

| Bur, tO come to the Vles. 
| We fee what God doth, how 
| he ſtriveth with a ſinner, for 
his everlaſting welltare, and 
we ſee what the poore ſoule 
_ ſtrive wich God for his 
olvne cterna}ll ruine that the 
ereat Cr-atour that was hap- 
' py before all worlds,and will 
be glorified it he ſhould ſuf- 
| | fer thouſand millions of us to 
| | periſh,2nd go down to hell, 
ſhould ftrive with a poorefin- 
| full creature, tis admirable. 

' Firſt, we ſee, and ler us 
ſtand amized, and wonder | 
| | at the admirable goodneſle, 
| | the riches of the kindnefle of | 
the Lord, rogether with tie | 
| Dy. - cos 
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The, Mirror of Mercy. | 
depth jp the ſtubbornnekic , 


rebellion, and evill of the 
ſoule \ how\ſtrong i in Wicked 

nefle to ſtrive with the God. 
of Heaven, nay, ſecmeth (5 
we ſay with reverence) to | 
get the better. The Lo:c 
rezcheth, and he. wygil nut. 
 heare; the Lord convincct!, 
and he will nortyecld; the 
 Lordis gocd to him, 2 and he | 
deſpil eth him; the Lord t> 
PALIENT, m_ he abuſcrh it; ! 
| God bearcs long and t. e COn- | 
temnes - Were it not that GO | 
15 juſt as well as paticnr, the | 
 finner would overcome Go, 

butGod will not have his px- 
| tence alwayes wronged : But 
yet oblery2: the baſeneſle an ; 
depth of the wretchednelle ut | 
mans heart, that nothing will | 


—— wo —— —— 
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do him cod: toule 1s the Lca- | 
| Per thatall the water in the ica | 
wil! 


wed 
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will not waſh : Great are the 
ſpots that nothing wil cleanſe | | 
or take oft s whar ſtate 1s that | - 
' body in, that no diet will 
| nouriſh , no phiſicke cure * 
Death muſt needs appeare in, 
| his face, it 15 thy eſtate and 
| mine. Ler us goe home and 
| reaſon with our ſelves in {c- 
cret: Good Lord, what a 
heart have T, Is there ſuch an 
heart in hell £ The Divell 
| tever had that patience to 
ſtrive with them, that mercy 
to cure them, the good Spirit 
of God to ſtrive with them, 
Oh! the Lord hath calledand 
revealed himſelfe ro me; yea, | 
tound me when 1 ſought him 
; not, nay, cauſed me to fce 
mine abominations , made 
me? to ſce the wickednefle of 
my waies: yet, oh the ſecret | 
grudges of my heart thar it | 
bore 
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bore to Religion, How cord ] | 
caunt the profcfſours thereot, | 
and loathed the pre {cfhon 
therof it (clfe , yee are one o! 
choſe holy ones, & what ſhall ; 
I be ſo preciſe? yer the Spirit / 
of God did not ave me, but | - 
121d hold on me, ſurprizcd nm 
in my bed, and followed rac7 
| 1 hereſcever TI wenr, yer I op: | 
| potcd all, did wini'e a+ 2 | 
from the power of the trivt; 
gricyed the good Spi:it of 
God . good Lord, what a 
heart have I,and good rea{on 
haſt thou to be aſham-d ot 
\(\uch 2 baſe hearr. A poore 
| worme, {intul duſt and aſhes, 
a ſhadow, a miſcrable hell- 
houndtograpple withtheAl-| 
mightie,thus to ſtrive againſt | 
mercy & patience, and not to 
be rumbled into the bortom-| 
| leſle pit of hell. Tis admira- | 
; ble. 
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ble unſpeakable mercie. Let 
us ſee into the depth of our 
miſery, and weepe if we had * | 
2 fountaine of {orrow- See, 
there is a Drunkard, God 
5" 20a his eres, and he 
is b&come an holy gractous | , 
Chriſtian: - Looks here upon 
> | |a wretched Adulreter; yet a 
wonder of mercie, Doth he 
that goeth into an harlort ever | 
returne 2. yet the Lord hath 
pardoned a!l- his abominar1- 
ons. Behold-ſt thou hy ſelfe 
to ſtand ſtill like a horſe ina 
Mill, as vaine, as vile, as 
{ | carelefle and wicked as ever, 

Oh wonder at Gods good- 
| [nefſe and be a and | 
confounded at thy deſperate 
caſe and e bao. | 
| | Behold from hence the | V/e2. 
| | condemnation of the . wicked 


to be marvellous juſt, they 
have 
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have their owne delircs 4; 
| deſerts; they are damned, 


| becauſe they will be damned, | 
| periſh, becauſe they will pe. 

riſh. Ir is ſtrange to ob{crye | 
the madnes of men to firive 
to goe downe to hell: they 
t:ke Poſt-horſe to cveriaſt- | 
lafting deſtruction, ftrive' 
who ſhall goe firft. They 
ſtrive who ſhall be mo?! 
vaine, malicious, g2inſay th- 


# 


neſſe , well, the” L otd bhath.| 
' ſtriven with you, and you 

| have ftriven againft him, an. 

ye will goeto hell, and tin, | 
that patience that hath ſt1iy<n 
with you will top every one | 
of your mouthes, when the 


body ſhall lie downe \in the | 


duſt, and the ſoule be roare- / 
Ing. in the botromleſſe put. | 


Now ye have your owne &- | 
ſires; | 
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truth, oppoſe God and-good- 
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fires, you have worne your 
owne Garland , ye would be 
proude and ſtubborne, looſe 
"e- | [| and prophane contemning all 
© | || meanes of Reformation : now 
\';|yehave your belly full of 
| | inning, Prgv. 30. 31. The 
[t- | | Lord will fatisfy them with 
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their ewne wayes, and fill them 
"| | full of their owne devices. As 

© [| whs ſhould fay, yee fhall | 
© | | | have your owne hearts con- 
: | | tent, ye would havenone of 
481 
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his Councell, ye deſpiſcd all 
1 ' þ | his reproofe, and ye will de- 
if lpiſe the word , oppoſe the. 
| | | Miniſter, ſcorne God to his 
face, deſpight his Spirit, re- 
| [6K the worke of the Lord, 
| | | ſhift, Pur off, and pur backe | | 
| | jthe Authority of the truth, | | 
| | [andthe power of grace; well, 
| | when ye are full low inthe 


| | |bontomleſſe pit, then ye ſhall | 
have | 
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have elbow roome enous!) 


all evill, for ever to finne-1- 
gainſt, and blaſpheme God 
for ever, and juſt wil! God 
be in his Judgments, 


| Doth God ſtrive with finners 
tortheir good and falvation, 
what ſhall we thinke of them 
| thar ſtrive with men for th«1r 
| hurtand ruine, either Goc 
' muſt be blamed ior dealt: 
| fo, or they condemned ft»: 


Atanding in oppoſition with 


| 


nothing. The Lord ſtrives, 
he uſcth mercie, jiſtice, 


finners to him, and fo to b- 
laved;and theſe endeavourby 
all meanes,threatning,taunts, 
councells, and examples to 
withdraw men trom God. 


hs 
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liberty and time to be full of 


The third uſe is of re-proofe, 


God, judge you; I will (4 | 


go0dnes, & all meansto draw | 


j- 


[Mt 
| 
| 
| 
| 


—_— — OO As 
= 


= BB CO 


OE — et 


| 


eee res <oerete —  ———  —__— - 


"6 


| - * 


his waies and ſervice ; cer- 
inly, either God is to be 


blamed for dexzling fo, or 


theyto be condemned in their 
miſchiefes, They are the Di- 
vells Caprtaines, and give 
preſſe money, nay, his Bro- 
[kets; if a wife, childe, or 
ſervant, or neigbbour begines 
to looke towards Heaven, 
then the husband frownes, 
the Maſter chides, the freind 
torſakes. Oh, lay your hands 
on your -hearts, the divell 
if incarnate could doe no 


thine owne finnes ſhall con- 


demne thee, bur the bloud ot | 
- | your wives, children, and 
ſervants, Oh brethren; I be- | 
ſeech you heare, feare and 


tremble. Ads 15. 8, 9, The 
eext ſaith, that Paul came to 
the Illand, and found the De- 
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more. Oh know not only chat 


purtc | 
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pury of the Iland d-firous :9 
hearethe word of God, P.:», 
would have brought him 'o 
che faith, and: Elms wot! . 

have drarwne him fron 1: 
| faith : marke what Paul (a | 
in ther nth verſe, 1how c:.4 

of the devill : becauſe Elims | 
world noe gos to hell him- 
{clfe alons, he drawes others. | 
and Paul comes with fire an | 
thundring, as it were, 95, | 
child of the Divell, 0 - Enem, | 
of all righteanſne{+. | 


| - The Adulrerer 1s an enemy 


_— 


\ ſoberneſſe, the unjuſt man 1s 

an enemy to juſtice, but they 

that ſtrive to- hinder any man 
from God are enemies to all 
| righteouſneſſe, Bur you will 
{ay you would have prayc\ 
but my husband would not 
let me, I would have gone to 


to chaſticy, tre Drunkard to | \ 


8 Church | 
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| 


{ made, 
| fold more the childe of the 


| one another. 


would not let me, this will 
not ſerve the turne, ir will 
be no plea for you to ſay 
Maſters hinder; you, Mas. 
23-15. Woeto you Scribes 
and Phariſees that compaſſe 
Sea and Land co make a Pro- 
ſelyte, and when hee is ſo 
you make him two- 


Devill, then your ſelves. To 
be the children of the Devill 
that is bade enough in con- | 
ſcience, bur you are twice 
more the child of the Divell, | 
if you hinder any from God: 

Af you finne, you ſhall goe to | 
hell, bur they that occaſion 
others to ſinne, ſhall be twice 
more the children of hell | 
then you; Oh, then feare and 

labour everic one to amend | 


| 
For | 
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| 

For exhortation , Doth! 
the Lord ſo ſtrive, and uſc all) I 
meanesto draw ns to him, | Þ* 
doth God doe fo ? Then Joe| L 
you ſoalſo whereſoever thou | | 
oeſt, doe thou ſtrive to p-i- | Þ* 
wade men and+draw them! |} 
from 'evill, Heb. 3.13. Ex-t | 
borting oxe another daily - 1-| } 
mitace God and Chriſt, they | | 
ſtrive with poore ſinners for | || 
their good, doe thou fo ſtrive | | 
with men, yea though they 
ſtrive againſt thee. Thou haſt 
2 wicked father, a prophane | 
mother, pray for them : thy | 
| freinds and kindred are op- | 
poſers of God and his wor- | 
| hip, exhort them ; if thou ſe-. 
eſt for the preſent little hopes | 


of amendment, continue thy 
prayers for them : thou pray- 
eſt once, pray againe, it may | 


man 


be God will heare, when a | 
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och | man is aid in bis grave, yet| . 
- 2/1 | I his ſtock of prayers remaines, 
im. | Þand goes forward, and ſhall 
| F doetill doomes day ; what a 
01 | | ſweete comfort will this be 
| [[tochem that doe good ro 0- 
| | thers, you therefore that goe 
- | [in companies and afſemblies 
{with others, ſtrive to draw 
-y | |them on In goodneſſe by ex- 
| | hortations, and ſometimes by 
e | || reproofes, that if it be potſible | 
| you may prevaile with their 


| [| hearts to come-in and take 
- | [| mercie,2.Tim. 2:25,26. Laſt-* 
» | I ly, therefore what remaines ? 
| [| Ohthar I could follow Gods : 
| ſuite, be intreared and exhor- 
ted in the Lord: Doth the | 
Lord ſtrive with you, what 
ſhould you doe bur yecld ro 
the Lord 2 Strive no more a- 
eainſt-him, contend no fur- 


ther with the Almighty, Let 
this \ 


[ 


| . E 


} 


i. 


| What Sabborths haſt thou cn- 
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this adviſe be acceptable, an{ bl 
the Lord make it power '*.|l | Sf 
to you, The Lord hath a G 
great ſuite, many yeare it I pu 
hath laſted; a Chauncerie {m 
ſuite, ir hath laſted ten, twen- | vi 
ty, forty yeares: Oh ye of 3". th 
cient yeares, with. revercnce | of 
ro yeares, be perſwacde! | lc 
the feare of the Lord. Oh ye jþ b 
young ones blefſe God, that 
ye have not fo long reſiſted} et 
the worke of Gods grace, and || U 
withſtood his patience. Th: || 
Lord hath an old Controv««- be 
fie with you from your firit Þ} 
birth to this preſent, Tha: ot ||| © 
David, Oh God from my y41th fn 
I have depended wpon thee, ©! [| 


_- 


joyed, whar Sermons haſt [| £ 
thou heard, what ſrycete 0p- || f 
[« 
[4 


partunittes for thy ſoul have 
beene afforded thee ? Oh tte || 
bleſſea 
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n4 bleſſed motions of the good 
11 JSpirie of God 2 * how hath 
a | God ſent and ſued to thee, 
it Fpurſued and follawed thee, 
ie | mercies on the one hand in- 
1- | viting thee, juſtice on the.o- 
1- ther fide threatning, comforts 
-e [of minde, and horrors of con- 
0 || (cience £ Ohat laſt h-are and 
re if be perſwaded to lerthe ſuire 
xt {| fall, Oh eſpecially yee anci- 
4 {ent ſinners, notwithſtanding 
|} all this, yer to- be an ancient 
- || Drunkard, an old blacke 
7 | mouthed ſwearer, an ancient 
i if; Adulterer, an old grayhead- 
f|0| ed finner  ſerled in wicked- 
; || neffe z the father naught, and 
[| the ſonne naught , ah, vile 
. (|| wretches, the bane of all 
t || g£oodnefſe : The Lord -hath 
|| ſtriven forty, fifry, ſixty years 
together, and doe you not 
thinke the Lord was ad- 


mit- 
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mirably patient © Now, now 
ler the word of the Lord pre- 
vaile, and the Councel!- of 
Gods poore ſervants take 
place with you, for your erer- 
nall good. Thinke with your 
ſelves, what ſhall I ſtand our 
in law with God? ſhall I ſtill] 
reſiſt his grace © Goe into 1 
corner and figh, and {orrow. 
bewaile your ſelves, ah, mi- 
ſerable Creatures thar we are, 
how have we behaved our 
ſelves all our life time to 
God : ah, thoſe cords of m-r- 
cie that would not draw us, | 
thoſe powerfull perſwaſfions | 
thoſe keene reproofes, thulc 
forcible . exhortations, and 
thoſe beſtowed and continuzd 
with much goodnefſe anc 
long ſufferance, and we no! | 
bert:red by any of them t- 
this very day : why then it 1 
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I| Fob. 39. 37, 38. though he 


1| and Power and 


| thee ? I will lay my hand upon 
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high time (poore wretches)ro 
lay downe the ſuite, to re- | 
nounce it and rg. yeeld to the | 
word of God, and not a word 
more. Give up the day to the | 
worke of Gods grace, and the 
power of his Spirit, as Fob, 


held out long untill the Lord 
[chooted him out of the whirl- 
winde, ſhewed him his Glory 
Fobs vileneſle 
and nothingneſſe. Then he cries 
out I am vile what ſhal 1 anſw:y | 


my mouth once({a'th he) have 1 
ſpoken but I will anſwer no more; 
Jo all of yee ſay that heare 
the word of God this day, and 
perſ[wade one another: Say we 
have beene Brethren in wick- 
edneſſe, bur now we will ſub- 
mit,we will no longer deferre 

well then be incouraged. Th: 
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Ms 
Lord flaiees with you , ray 
hee promiſeth you if vou 


will ar Jaſt' Deeld, wha! to. 


L 


| ever hath been formerly amille 
ſhall bee pardoned : what»: 
ever 15S or ſhall bee wanting 
{hall be ſupplied : why vl 
yee yer 429869 Y Did ever 
any refiſt the Lord and pri 
ſper ? Oh yee have Freind: 
or eſtares, and vee beare your 
ſelves upon theſe ' and th 
like ſtayes, theſe, and all {1c} 
arc but broken ſtaies. W here 
are all the enemies of Go6d-: 
where is ſouthearred and 
(tifte-necked Pharaoh 7 Hee 
would not ler the people « t 


! 


,drowned in the ſea, and 1 


God was more infinitely mer- 
cifull then we can conceive? : 
| What became of proud Neb»- 


| cChagdniss? | 


—_—c—o cu 


— 


| God goe, &c., His body WAS. 


'ſouleis roaring in hell, ungeſl: | 


| 
[ 
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' || | chabeez.ar that exalted him- 
||] | ſelfezro the Heaven, he was 
- || | brought as low as Hell, How 
* || | doth God many times flay | 
* || [the drunkard, and cut off the 
finner on a ſuddaine ? And 
go0d Lord what are become 
of their ſoules ? Therefore ler 
- [| | everie man conſider, no man'! 
* |] | can reſiſt God and proper, 
ether thou muſt overcome 
© 1] | God, or be confounded by 
| |} | him. Ccnſider alſo,the longer 
||| yeftand our with God, the | 
| harder to _aorce the {uitE; f 
"(|| and remember this yce ſtrong. 
Ones, | | 
A Law ſuite at the firſt; 
might happily be ended for 3 | 
* []; {mall fimmme or nothing. 
- []| dur if. ir proceede, the charges 
- ||| of fuire many times growes to 
be greater then the debr: Aly 
thinke of this alſo ye ancient 
' iN E 2 ſinners | 


ee 
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| conſtant ſecret oppoſers- © 


| young ones, little ones, g02-. 


A OE CEE 


ners, gray-headed ſ{wearers, 


God and goodnefle : Bur for- 
getit not(I ſay again:) ye? 


, | 


ing onina'way of inning. If 
yee doe not agree betim:: 
with God, Gol will recover 
his charges, he will not lolz 
all thoſe exhortations, 1e-| 
proofes, his patience, good- 
neſſe, loving kindneſſe, th: 
mercie and blouJ of Chriſt 
Chriſt paid deare for theſe, 
ye make nothing of the abu: 
of all theſe, bur Chriſt paid 
for everie Sermon not profit- 
ted by, everie intimation of 
Spirit ſlighted, everie mercic 
not improved ; Oh, this is 2- | 
ble to undoe any man. On | 
poore people be wiſe in timc;, 
eſpecially Il lay ye young ones. | | 
your reckoning is not yet {0 

hexvie ” 
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5 heavy if now ye ect a hear 
|] [to yeeld rothe Councells and 
- | | | Reproofes of God, to ſubmit | 
I” | and come in, your finnes ſhall 


- | | | be pardoned, your perſons ac- 
It _ and your- ſoules eter- 
5 ly faved : if not, thou muſt 


r|| | pay charges, anſwer for all the 
«|| | patience, long ſufferance, and 
5 oodnefſe of God. And con- 
. der now , even this day the 
Lord holdeth qur the Golden | 
Sceprer of grace, and if _ | 
| returne to him, ye ſhall | 
. cepted of him: it may hots 
{|] - | laſt time you ſhall have an 
| offer of mercie. How ſoone 
; may Death ſeize on thy bo- | 
dy, and then Judgement over- 
|| ftakethy ſoule: this may be | 
| the laſt day of thy living, ; 
| much more of thy hearing ! 
the word. If ye now accept, | 
all arcerages ſhall be forgot- 
| V2 ten. 
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| ten, God will lay downe 15 
ſuite, all his anger and <&. 
pleaſure will be laid afide, 
2 will putupall it yce en. 
eertaine his mercie and im: 
| brace Ckriſt, This may bc 
the Jaſt offer. And doth the 
I.ord vffer mercie after all thc 
ſtubborneſſe of the heart, al- 
ter-all unprofitableneſle, af 
er all the negle@& of all the 
- þ meanes of grace, atcer all thy | 
 drankennefſe and propha- 
 nefle, hypocriſie, after a!l thy | 
ſinnes and wickedneſſe. 
Yes, then heare what r!;2 \ 
Lord faith : Are ye content 
to forfake theſe, yes * Then | 
the Lord will nor forſak- 
you : it ye will entertaine th 
Lord above all theſe, he wil! 


1 
þ 


| 


| entertaine you: it ye lay 
downe your Juſts and cor- 

ruptions, he will imbrace you. 

— : _for, 


The Mirror of Mercy. | 


» 


| Good Lord, ſhall all my<e- 


| reht to veceive Chriſt and his 
| mercie'? will-the Lofd Jeſus 
| never leave me; if The con! 


| 


| 


The Mirror of Mercy. = 


and thr ow thera in a bottom 
lefle pir, let me never ſee | 


for ever 'in the everlaſting 
Armes of mercie : Sxy, an- 
ſwer, and let every mans con- 
ſcience anſwer, -that I may 
retarne my meſſage, 

Me- thinkes none of you 
ſhould be ſo ſenſcleſſe, fo | 
unreaſonable, ſo deſperately 
wretched, as to ſtand out. 


vills be pardoned if I be con+ 


rent. lexve my finnes £ 
Good Lord rake aJl my fins + 


them againe, 1] will -gever | 
more ſtrive againſt rhy word: | 
Let thy word reveale my fins | 
and ſubdue my finfull foule : 
Let that good Spirir of thine | 
come in and rule'rhis heart of 


| 


Mine, E 4. - JoW: 


| The Mirror of Mercy. 


} Now the bufineſſc is art ax 


| 
| 


| 
—_ | 


end, all controverftes ceatc. 


) 


| 
| when (therefore) occaſions. 


OP 


—— 


ſhall come, temprations re- | 
new, corruptions ſtirre ; Goe | 
ro God, and for ever remem: | 
ber this daies refol1$ion, and | 
let the Lord take place inthy | 
heart, and he will preſerve | 
thee to ſerve him here, and e- 
ternally tobe ſaved hereafter. 

I ſhould 
third and fourth Doarins, 
but I am prevented by the 
time, I will onely name them 


proceede to the |- 


in one and (o conclude. 


| ſee the old world an hundred | 
and twenty yeares, and evcry 
knock in the Arke a Sermon | 
of repenrance, yet aftcr the | 
long abuſe. of Gods mercic : 


and, 


Though God ſtrives long 
with ſinners, he gives them a 
| wag time of repentance; ye 

( 


u 


— — 


| The Min rror of Mer... 


k—_— 


and patience, the Jarge time | 
of repentance, ang uniruit- 

fullneffe under all the me anes | 
| of orace. The Lord ceaſerh 
tO firive with ſinners anie 
; more, he takrs either the 
; meanes from them, or them 
from the meanes, or hs ble(- 

| \mg from both, God hath 
bounds of his bounty and pa- 
'ti?nce, hirherrco and no fur- 
| ther he will ſtrive, but nt 
elwajes : when his tune 1s 
expired, not a jot @rinmuce 


| is further to be expe]; AS 


with the Sun: it hath its time 
of increaſing, and ſo theta is 
the ſpring and harveit it hath 
irs time of decreafing, anc 
then blaſting, and winter : 
there is alſoa tirue of conſu- 
ming the ſtore, as of bringing 
tin: ſo is with the Son of 
Righteouſneſs, who-hachy 2 
LE 5 cIme. | 


—— —_—_—_—— 
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2 | The As trror of Mer cy. 


| ci: 


] 


CE —_— 


c1me tOrecelve, quicken, an and 
ripen the graces of his people. 

and a OMe to leave men to 
zardneſſe ot their hearts in © 
darkeneſle of F-zpr. He will; 
ridde them of 11'S word, Or 1f 
hearing they ſhatjnor hcar-, 
Gods leafon of fmercie Cc! 
not all|waies lat; where '1- 4 
Terme time and 4 VYacit'on : | 
the ſun-Mhine of Gous go. 


al _— A @—— 


nes now comforts and m2: k:< | 


grace 410 grow, the Gofp ils! 
£0N, and all mercie and ce: | 
fort is gon ; when Epyr,1m 
was gon to 1dolarris ; Del, 
4. 17, God was alſo gon. 
nay, Let bims alone, ſaith fa ' 
he u joyned to Idols, ler 76 
make up his march with mt! 
chiefe, let him have his belly 
full of finning, I will now no 


more ſtrive wth him, 


The Lord make us wil: } 


Rt 


tp ——— —_— 


| 


a 


| Tho Mirre 3 of — 


to know the day of our videos 

tion, leaſt he remove his Can- 

dleſticke from us, and he be 

ſeene no more, leaſt he $1 his 

wrath goe away, and leave | 

us to aic and periſh in our 
finnes. 
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| te IO" 


| R 0 u. 1.18, 


The wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven, againſ} all un- 
of goodlineſſe and wnrighteouſe. 
\ neſſe'of men, who boid the 
' truth in unrighteouſneſſe. 


NAaRF46N the beginning | 
t5 x of this Chap- 


CEN, Paul, by way 
= © ot Preface, pre- 


aha 
- LE) -. * S 


ILLLALALISA. 


CARNALLUL| 


| 
| 
| 


% rex, rhe Apoſtle || 


| 


| pareth way for thoſe _— | 
db 


__ 
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SS 


| him withall, to ſend to the 
| Saints that were at Rom: 
' And that thoſe Heavenly: 
Myſteries might rake thed.-. | 
per roote in their hearts, &n4 
find the-betrer acceptance | 
with them, 1n the firſt place | 
he cleareth the Authority of | 
{ his Calling, and that he, 
| came not before he was (er: | 
of God, ver. 1. Paul aSr. 
| vant of Feſw Chrift, call-4t:| 
be an Apoſtle, ſrparated unto 


fore being thus called, it be. 
came them to receive kis do- 
Arine, not as the notions of 
' his owne braine, bur as the 
Word of the immoral! | 
God. Mos 


Secondly, by way of in't 


| 


nuation he pray ſert-thern for | 
ra 


eee ——— 
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excellent truths, that thei] 


Spirit of God had firntthed ; 


the Goſpell of God. And there- | 


CE EO——_— 


1 


«| [thu good progreſſe, thar 
| 'F they had made in the faith 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ' 
.| {| verſe $. 

Thirdly, He diſcovers the 
|rendemes g&his love and af- 
feRion rowards them, and 
his unceſſant and unwearied 


from the ninth to the fix- 
teenth verſe. | 

Fourthly, He laieth downe | 
the maine point, the Criti- 
| ]| call point, the hinge upon 
| [| Which all the reſt of his glo- 


rious building ſhould move, 
viz. Thar a man is juſtifyed 
in the Sight of God by faith ; 
and not by workes, which | 
- [| Propoſition he proverh, firſt | 
by Scripture, ver. 17. The 
| j#ft ſhall live by faith. 
Secondly, by force of Ar- 
zumenr, in the words of the 


deſire to doe them good, | 


'rcext, 


IR 


— EET 
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Me, I 


= rexr, ſhewing tharno ima pr 
can ſtand righreous befor fol 
God, by workes. beczufefÞ 
the beſt workes that a mn] we 
can doe of himſelfe, are wic- || ral 
| ked and unjuſt, god therefore 
| puniſhed of Go , for ail men 
AA of Chriſt ſtand oily 
both of ungodlineſſc and'1n: 
righteouſncs.8 fo are {wb;25 
to condemnation , therefore 
a they taut needs ſeek rte hte 
ouſneſle in ſome other : his in 
| Argument tunnerhthus: If 1] # 
| man by the workes of the G 
| Law can appeaſe the Wrath W 
of Sod, then by the vyrorkesg ur 
If che Law, no man can be} v 
| faved, burby the workes 0f af 
| the law, nI>MAIn can __—_— QI 
| che Wrath of God, theretor:| 
| by the workes of the Law,J# 
| no man can be ſaved, this 4 0 
| ' | propounds in the text, anc} 


Pr } 
" EI er —— —— — 
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Condition. i: 


__— 


proſecures -in the Chapter | 
following. 

i: In the words of the text, 
in | we May oblerve in the gene- | 
c-Irall cheſe two parts. | 
re] Firſt,thatgarriage and dil- 
-n || poſition offearr chat 1S in 
ry | wicked men, towards the 


1-| Truth of God. - | 
+ Secondly, Gods call of 


with them, in requitall of 
that their carriage:they ſtand 
in oppoſition to the ernth , 
1} Holding it in unrighteouſneſſe. 
1 | God ſtands againſt chem in a 
th way of Wrath: and Venge- 
es] ance, ' they deale roughly. 
Ye with 'the truth, and God 
of deales as rigorouſly with 
{e]them. More particularly, | 
r2| here is firſt the ſubjeR, The | 
v1 Wrath of 50d... {=condly,rthe 
1» objeR, 1nzodly and unrich- 
ic | feow5 men, Thirdly, The U- 
0 niVer- 


EE ————— 


cet. 


Ss 


3. 


by 


4 It 
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niverſality of it, in this word 
al, God doth nor deal panial. 
ly; but 44, be they what they 
may be, that Fold the trath 
in wnrighteoufneſſe, ſhall fel 
the Wrath o 
how little ſoeVEr it ſeemeth 
roa carnall eye, ſhall eſcape 


Fourthly, The place from 
| whence this Wrath ſhall 
come, that is, from Heaven, 
| Fromthe Method that the 
Holy Ghoſt uſeth in placin? 
| ungodlinefle, before unrigh- 

ceouſneſſe, we may leaine 
That Sinnes againſt the frſ 
table, are finnes of a deeper dve, 
of 4 ſadder nature, then Sinn! 
a74inft the ſecond table. 
| Secondly, in that it 1s (aid, 
againſt anzodlineſſe, and not 
ungodly men, we learn, 
| That Gods Wrath is not prims 


/ 
- Flt); 


J—_— 


— 


; no finnef 


kl Condition. 


ri, yot principally, intended | 


avainft mens perſons, but 4- 
rainft their ſinnes and wicked 
w4es. 


Thirdly, in that it is ſaid, 


| they hold the trath in anrigh- 


teouſneſſe, we learne, That the 
Gentiles naturally had thas in- 
grafted in them, whereby they 
might come, in ſome degree, 10 
the Knowledge of Goa, of the 
Almighty Power, greatueſſe, 
goodneſſe, and everlaſting Na- 


ture of. God, even by looking 


wpon his Creatures, ſo that 
their own reaſon might con- 
d:mn them , of their wicked- 
neſſe both towards God and 
men, | 

For the clearer under- 
ſtanding of the words , wee 
are toconſider. * 


Firſt, Whar is ment by ce 
| 
| 


wrath of God : The wrath 


of 


A— 


— 
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of God is an a& of God 
; Juſtice , puniſhing wicked 
men, {omerimes iris put tor 
the. judgements themſelves, 
as plague,ſword,famine,and | 
{uch like ; Ir 1s here ſet down 
in oppoſition to the Rizhre. | 
ouſneſſe of God ſpoken of 
ver. 17. which is Gods mer: 
citull goodneſſe, and frati- 
ous diſpenſations towarcs | 
poore loſt men, 
Secondly, what is mcan! 


by truth ; by truth here 1s 
ment, the remainder of |;© 7, | 
that was left in Man kind, | 
after the fall, that rubbih 
that was left uponthe tall o! | 
that firſt glorious building. 
that Contmon light, that «| 
in” every mans con{cicnce. | 
ſince the fall of Adam thi: | 
erveS-to ſh:w him what 
Godis, in His Power, Glo- | 


ry, 


— 


—_ _— 


"a Condirinm, | gg | 


%& | ry, Majeſty, and Bounty, 
<d I arid that He is ro be worſhip- : 
for fþ ped, By adoring and fearing 
es, | of him above all, ſomtime 
1d | eruety4s pur for the efficacy 
vn ſþ and power of truth. Gal. z.14. 
e- | Paul reproverh Peter, and | 
of if}| the reſt for not walking ac- | 
r-'þ| cording to the truth of the Go-. 


- | [peX, becauſe the truth had 
7s not beene ſo efficartious with |. | 


them, a5 to drive'rhem from | | 
| thoſe beggerly elements of 
che Ceremoniall Law , but 
'f | they would have had the 
| Gentiles for ro have come 
"|| "Punto the Jewiſh pracute. 
| 

| 


——_— Aw... A 
- 


* Thirdly, What is ment 
by heldinr the truth in un- 
riehtcoafnc(ſe. To hold the t) 
{| {ruth of 'God' in unrighte- | 
| | ouſneſſe , is either by a kind | 
of violence,and ſtrong hand, | 
'] | ro ſuppreſſe ir, and keep. it 
vn back, 


— 


_— 
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| back, as if men-would im. 
i priſon it, leaſt it ſhould ſhine 
clearly abroad, whea it is 
| not onely, not ſubinirred un- 
'to, followed and obeyed, 
bur reſiſted , and gainlayed, | 
and that which is point blank. 
contrary to the dircRion ot | 
| eruth, is praiſed : or when 
its fertered with ſome luſt, 
that hinders the powertull 
opperation , and efficatioul- 
neſle of it upon the ſoul , lo 
that the word cannot per 
formthart worke , which, 0-||| 


therwiſe it would, in th: | 
| 


heart of them to whom it 1+ 
ſent, 
Fourchly , What is ment | 
by the word «nrizhteouſne(e.! 
In fome places ot holy 
writ, it fignifieth, onely ſuch | 
fins as are committed againi! 
che ſecond Table, bur in this ! 


place | 


| of the power greatncſfe, and, 


gre CG 
Ld 


- 


————— 


Condition. 


—— 


place it ſignificth, not onel y 
the violarion of the Law of 
Nature, in reſpe& of our 
dutie to men, bur our viola- 
tion of the Law of God, in 
regard of that homage and 
ſervice wee owe unto His 
Majeſtie, ſothat it implyeth 
all finfull diſt mpers , and 
corruptyans of hearr, all irre- | 
pular belchings our of the 
afteRions : Our of the words 
thus opened we may obſerve. 
theſe Propoſitions, 

1. That much of God, 


goodneſſe of God may bee 


known, and learned out of 


| 


the book of the Creatures. 


Obſery., 


3. L hat ail wicked men, | Ob/c erv, 


are enemies to, and oppolers | | 
of the truth of God. 


Jo T he gro: nd of his hin- Ob/erv. 


| derance of, and oppoſition 
IT ag7inſt 


_—_—  — O————— — _ 


| Obſerv. 


D oft, 


— 


a 


| 


| 
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from that corruption that 1s 
in their hearts. 

4. Thatall ſuch unr1vhre 
ous ones, who opv {ec + 
word of truth , ſhall ſi 'ely 
bear the wrath of G xd. 

Bur 1 ſhall ſum up as mich 
as Iſhill creat of ar rhis time, 
in this one propoſition, viz, 

That carnall and corrupt 
men, doe hinder the powcr 
full emcatiouſneſſe of the 
word of truth, from workin: 
upon their (1 atull hears, pre- 
vailing with them , and (1's 
| duing of them , a5 much a: 
inthem lycth, 'by reaſon of 
that 4mbred corrup 1on that ! 
iS in their hearts. 


"] 


aga nit the word of Gd. F 


Tris truethar truhis wa - 


| full , and will prevail, at 


if the Spirit of God et it 


home upon the Conſcience, 


there 


WY tt 


— 


© apy 
Condition. | 
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acre 15 NO i;eart lo. hard, 

but it will ſoften, no heart {o 

proud bur it wil] humble, & 

lay it lower then duſt as low 

25 the nzthermoſt hell in irs 
own apprehenſton, and when 
God ſends his rruth to ſub- 

due a corrupt heart, he doth 
not ſtand to aske the finner 
whether he be willing orno, 
to ſubmit to the word of 
[truth , to put h's fhouldiers 
[under the Government of 
[Chriſt for it is naturall ro 
us ſince the fall of Aden, tv 
run farther, and farther from 
God, Cain when he had (lun 
(his righteous brother , and 
© | was banithed from God, it 
is ſaidthar hee dwelt in the | 
|| Land of Nod, which fip- | 
|nifierh wandring, for when 
he had once lo!t fellow!hp, 

nd communion with God, 
F 2 an 


— — 
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24 as a ſoule [a'15! | : 
J 
c| 


!ng reſt 1s ro be found, a! 
world was not Fr Arg 0 
| (atisfie his immortall for le: 
as it was with him, (1: 
withus all by Nature,th-1 
tore the Lord is faine, nr: 
oncely to vouchlate unto 1» 
meancs and helpes, an h* 
venly direQRions, td» ov: 
ſouls good , bur li kewiie t0 
conquer our wills to lubmi: 
| thereunto, even to force us, 
to reccive dirretion , how 
our {oules may be happy tor 
ever. 


Bur Gods Spirit 


ot! 
A 199 


Preaching of the os *# 
| etficatious working , Gn: 1 
| many times ſtrives onely 1 
tis word, and! by the. com: 


uy irudion., by con ct 


QC. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| Condition. 


———— Oo 


on,by correaton, but carnall | 
hearts reſiſt, withſtand, and 
25 much as in them lieth, 1a- 
J | vour ro keep the word of 
' God out of their hearts ; for 
the better underſtanding of 
this, conſider theſe particu- 
lers Firſt, There 1s ſome re- 
lickes of the Law of God, 
left in the coniciences of hea- 
 thens, though they be ſtran- 


covenant of grace,2 Rom. 14. 
15. For the Gentiles which 
| have not the Law do by nature 
the thinzs contained in the 
| Law, they having nat the Law 
he 4 Law wto themſeives, 


which Jhew the effeft of the law | 


Levis: in their hearts, &ve. 
Hence many heathens have 
| writtea larceVolumsof vice, 
and vertue , and have mauac 


many good Judiciall Lawes, 


F 2 for 


_ os - — _ we ww  —— - _ _————————_ * — 
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'g oers to the lite of Faith, and 


| 1o1 


, 
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for the puniſhing of mnrd-r,| [| V 
 2dulterie, Orunk-nnefſ+, and ||| { 
che like , with death it (elfe, 
Conſcience k-ep many car-: 
| nall men fiom the a@ oof fin, [ig 
Conſcience ſtand over them || t 
/ | with a whip, ſo that they | f 
| dare not doe many things, | | 
they have a minde unto, and; || \ 
a longing afrer, Fic 
| 
t 


Secondly, the works of ||, 
Creation doe diſcover much ' | | 
of the power, wiſdome, and! | | 
Soveraignitie of God. | 

Bur thirdly, the word of | | 
God 1S that which moſt | | 
cleerly diſcovers Godina!l | | 
his glorious attributes : Now | | 
chough God diſcover him- 
(elfe, by that light which hs 
nath ſet in every mans Con- 
ſcience , by his works of 
| Creation, and providence, 
and likewiſe by the bright. 
| Miniſtery , 


— = 


| F: ( ondition. | 103 


—_—__—— — 


r, || Miniſtery of his word, n-ver 
1d; fo cleerly, and unqueſtion- 
c, || ably, yer carnall hearts will 
- Þ| not” yeeld thereunto , nor. 
1, | glorifie God in giving credir 
n |: tothe truth,neither be thank- 
y {| full unto him for theſe glori- 
| ous mercies, but endeavour, 
|| {| whatin chem lieth,* ro ſhit. 
' F | out, and keep our thar lig! e 
|, Char dafteth into their {oules, | 
' | | fo quench the motions of the 
' | | ſpirit, andro eclips the light 
' | | ofthe Goſpel, when ir ſhine:h 
| cleexer then the Sun at noone 
| Cayaas it was with the Jews, 
Als 5. 51. When Steves 
| brought the word neere ro 
| | their hearts, and touched. | 
| them to the quick , faith the 
text. 57. 58. verſes, Then 
they gave a ſhout with @ loud | 
voice , and ſtopped their ears, | 
and ran upon h;mwjolently all. 
| 7 4 | "A 
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Cry Out away hence , he cam 


As they ſaid to Lor {o doth 
every carnall heart to the 
word of God, when a Mini- 


| woe them, entreat them, and 


to reſiſt his eruth, blaſpheme 
his Name, pollute his -holy 
things, 20 break off thcir 
 finfull courles, & to become 
as zealous for the wayes of 
Goo. 


y—_—_ 


as 4 ſirancer , and fhal lee 
indee and rele ? Gen. 19.9. 


ſter cometh unto them wit!) 
an unfeined deſire,to do their 
loules good, to ouide them 
in the way to bleſſedneſſe, to 


| 


| 


4t once , and caft him out of 
'he.City and ſtoned him - thus 
t was with the Sodomires, 
all the perfwafions and <n- 
creaties of Lot could not pie- 
| Vaile with them, bur they! 


beſcech them , to bee recon-. 
ciled to God, od no lonoer 


O— — - 


(ondition. 
God, and ſervants of Gatin as 
herecofore they. have been” 
for fin, and Satan, in ſtead 
| of yeelding to theſe bleſſed 
motzons, + Av cry ſtand back, 
who mad: you judoe, wee re- 
gard not your councell, 
fears not your. Fauna Mi 
and ſay in their hearts as 


they did,Zere.18,12. We will 


| walk after OUY OWN immati- 
| nations , 41d do every man af- 
| ter the fonbberneſſe of his own 


. wicked heart , thus they even 


'| [take up armes agamſt the 
'| | Miniſters of God, and the 
| | truthes of God , when they 


come to pull them our of 
their carnall courſes. 


| Forthe- better diſcoveric 


of the point, I will cleare.it 
in thele three particulars. 
I, What is the Power ot 


| truth, 2. How wicked m-n | 


} 


Fs hinder [ 


The carnal Mans. | 
hinder it. 3. The reaſon! 
why they doe fo hinder it. | 

1, Firft, What is the pouy: | 
er of truth, or what would ir 
worke upon the ſoule, that 


wicked men oppoſe it * | 
The worke and power of it 


| will appeare in foure particu- | 


lars. 
1. Firſt,ir is & word of in- 


in their native, and proper 
collours, pulling off that vis. 
'zard that carnsl] reaſon hath. 
put upon them, Frov.6. 23. 
For the Commandement #s 4a 
Lavthorn, an inflruttion, 4: 
lieht , A Light is wfefull in a | 
darke and narrow way; lo | 
isthe word of God trodire& | 
| us, and informe us, how to 
wa'ke in the n»rrow path. 
that leadeth unto life, by this 
2 manis informed, what is 


| ro | 
[ 


Rm i re ar ae ee OOOm—_R 


hw. BD 


formaticn, diſcovering things- 


_— 


"— 


| | 
1 
| 


| | 


7 
. 


| 
| | 


(ondition. 
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ro be ſhunned, what to be 
followed, what is to be loy- 
ed, what to be hated, A man 
cannot miſcarrie nor looſe 
his way, ſo long as he is di- 


| reQed by the Lighr of the 
truth: as the Sun ſheweth all | 
| the moares that . be in the 


houſe, ſo this diſcovers all 
the corrupt corners that be in 
the ſoule, all that envie, 


| pride, bypocrific, bJaſphe- 
d 


my, that lodgeth ia the heart: 
Epheſ. 5.13. But all things 
when they are reproved of the 
lieht, are manifeſt, for it 
lizht that maketh all things 
manifeſt, A man may there 
be reſolved in everie doubr- 
full caſe of conſcience, the 
ballance ofthe SanRuarie 1s 
that wherein we ſhould 
weigh our thoughts, words, 
and workes, 


Seconly, | 


| | 
| to7 oz il 


—— 


me. 
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" Secondly, as it iS a word| th 
of information, ſo it is a 
word of quiekening, & vigo-| | T 
rous powerfull word, which 
not onely ſheweth the way, | lex 
and pointeth to the right 
path, bur enablcth-a man to | d 
walke in that path in the || c« 
ſtrength thercof, ſo that he C 
walketh on cheerefuily in | 
Heaven way, notwithſtan- ' 
ding all the rubs, and oppo-' 
fitions that he mceteth withall | 
in the world; Ir 1s not onely 
15 the Sun to ſhew us the r12Þt 
| Way, bitas a ſtrong ſtreame | | 
fo Carrie us on in that way, | | 
David, Pfal. 119.50. ſpeaking | 
of the word of God, faith, 
It is my comfort in my trouble, 
for thy promiſe bath quickesed | 
| Wee, 
Thirdly, The word hath | | 
2 drawing power in it, faith 
: the! | | 


| 


| 


| the Church, Cant. 1.2, Draw 
Uma and lwill ran after thee, 


"1 


» | 
1 
J 
+ 


—— 


Wn" Cnkris 


' [| The Church confefferk ther 
! || ſhee cannor come to Chriſt, 
ſhee be drawne, now 
the word of God hath ſuch a 
| drawing power in it, though 

corruption be ſtrong, and the 


| EXCE 


Outward man heavy, yet it 
will lead a man on in the right 
way that he ſhould walke. 

| 4+ Fourthly, itis a word of 
conviction, it is powerfull to | 
overthrow all the gainſayings 
obman, it hath « ſoveraigne, 
' | ſupfeame Authority in i, to 
| | beare downe all carnall rea- 
ſonings, when the Lord is 
pleaſed ro accompanie it. 3. 
Cor. 10. 4. The weapons of our 
warefare, are not carnall, fee- 
ble and weake, bat mighty 
rewgh God to 1he pulling downe 


of fireng holds, There is a 
: mighty | 


the- 


_ 
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mighry operation in the truth, 

hence: ſaith the Apoſtle, 2. Þ|c 
| Cor. 13.8, We cannot doe avit 

thing 45alnff the truth, but for 
the truth. So that truth is pow. | 
erfull, and though corruption || 
be ſtrong, the world inticin?, || 
and the Divell enfnaring, yer 
if the Lord be pleaſed to (:t: 
the truth home upon the ſoule, 
either to informe it, or to þ |: 
quicken it, or to draw it on in, 
Heaven waies, or to convince 
it, all theſe avocations, anc 
pull backs, ſhall not hinder x; | 
thus we ſeerhe truth wil work. | 
| Secondly, How doth a car- | 
| nall man hinder the powerfull | 
working of this word, that it | | 
| may not- prevaile with his 
ſoule, the word would have ; 
the Soule, but the Soule will 
have its finnes : And its oppo- 


| firion againſt the truth doth 
| 47- 


—— _——_—_— 
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| ; Condition» 


|| Willing ro know its duty, to 


| morſells from berwixt his 


| | his doore, yet he will not ſtep 


_— 


| 
[ 


| appeare in theſe foure parti- 
culars. 

r. Firſt, a carnall hearr is 
marvellous unwilling, and 
| alrogether indiſpoſed to liſten 
rothe Truth of God, ſoxs to 
| be inftrued therein, and ex- 
amine hinaſelfe thereby, it is 
rexdious to fleſh and blood to 
waite (pon the truth, it is not 


know what the word faith is 
ſuch, and ſuch caſes, leaſt it | 
ſhould pull ſome of his ſweete 


teeth, cur off his right hand, 
6 out his right eye, fome 
| bolome ſinnes that are as neere 
and deare unto him as either 
of them, therefore he is wil- 
ling to be 2 ſtranger to the | 
Truth of God, and thongh | 
Manna from Heaven lyeth ar 


—CLO_—_—_— 


11m 
Anſw, 


—— 
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out to gather it in, men natu. 
rally ſtop their earcs avxain(t 
the truth E[ay 30. I0, 7 hes 
[ay to the Seers. ſee not, and to 
the Prophets propheſie not 11:11 
things, ſpeake to us [moos 
things, propheſie deceits ; Grt 
thee ont of the way, turne aſia: 
out of- tbe path, cauſe the ho! 
one of !ſr acl to ceaſe from before 
as: SO Fob. 2i\ 14, They (4 
alfo wnio God depart from 1:5. 
\ fer we defire mot the knew! tdoc 
of thy mayes ; They defire no 
thing more then to be ex mp: 


thatin AdFs. 28.27.15 Iikewiic. 
here conſiderable, For th: 
heart of this people is waxed [t.. 
avd jheir tares art dw!l of hea-. 
rig, aud with thiir eyes have | 
they winked, leaſt they ſhould (c: 
wththiir eyes, and heare with | 
Heir eaves, and underſtand wil 
the:r | 


— —— 


frem all ſubjcRion unto Go, | 


| ked with their eyes, that is, 
 |they made as though they ſaw 
nor, that which they did ſee, | 


| men are loath to know the 
|[itis onely as & Coward doth 


' | notto finde him, yes with af 


| |[truth, bur if the truth doe 
. | |glanſe in, and conſcience be- 


(ondition. "FINN 


their hearts, and ſhould returns 
that 1 micht heale thew, Win- 


againft their wills, carnall 
truth, if rhey doc ſearch for it, 
tor his Enemy, with a hope- 


feare leſt he ſhould find him ; | 


So a naturall man is fearefull 
to ſearch, and loath to find the |} 


gin to recoile, then, he ſeekes 
out for ſome merry company, | 
that may help him to ſmother 
theſe motions of the Spirit, as 
Saul ſent for David to play | 
before him, when the cvill 
Spirit came upon him. We uſe 
to draw a Curtaine before = 
un 


—_— 
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Sun wh-n it tin=tht90 brigh! 
in oureyes, fo ſaith every cr. 
nuli heart when the ward 
ſhineth in his ſoule, Oh, draw 
a, Curraine before ir, ler m: 
heare no more cf this, leaſt jr 
drive me our of wits, I would 
have Chriſt, bur. I wou!: 
have the world alſo, if G14 
wofild” bur allow me f1:ch 2 
finne, meaning his bo'»m? 
corrruption, I would willing- 


thing elſe that he ſhould re: 


/,thing, and the word hath ſome 
ſlightly worke upon rhcm, 
like the ſeede thar fel] inch: 
; (tonite ground, bur yer they 
; will not part with their Dalt- 
; lah Corruptions, but when 


| if toucherh the covetous mans. 
| gine, the voluptuous mans. 


LN ; pleaſure 


ly come up unto him, in every. 


= at my hands, thus con-' 
cience puts them ro doe {om-. 


3s 


——" _ bs 
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| (ondition. 


pleaſure, then they cric our, 
draw 2 Cunaine before it, 
Secondly, A carnall hearr 
is alwayes ready to raiſe an 
| evill report of the bleſſed crurh 
of God, that ſo it may ap- 
pexr deformed to the eyes of 


CEE 


| 


'| them that begin to expreſſe 
| ſome defire ufer it, they deal] 
| with it as the ſpies did 

| the Land of Canaan, Nwm.1 3. 
| 32. So they brought wp an evill 


with 


report of the Land which they 
bad ſearched, wnto the Children 


|| of Iſrael, ſaying the Land which 
| | | we have cone to ſtarch is 4 Land 


that eateth up the inhabitants 


| | thereof, &c. The Gyants were 


| ſo cruell that they ear up one 
another , and thoſe that came 
amongſt them , upon this re- 
port the Children of 1ſract. 
murmoured againſt Moſes and 


Ares, and they wiſhed cthem- 
| ſelves 


| —O——— 
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The carnall Mans * 
| ſelves in Egypr again, Ex0,14. 
2. They would willingly have 
been in Canaan, they {| 


— 


flowed with milk and hony, 


"encounter with any hardfhip 
gypt, was preferred before the 


cer him, bur it was more for 
| loverothe loaves, then to his 
| DoArine , Fohn 6.26. Many 
| would bee happy that are no! 
| willing to be holy,when onc: 
| they are called upon to deny 
cheraſelves , ro: crucifie their 
beloved finnes - to forſlak: 
all;ye life ir ſelf for che truth, 


| {zying 


__—_———_ 


J)- 


cryed our” for the Land that | 
bur they were not willing to. 
| by che way , © when once | 
| they heard of -Gyants , ther | 
| the Leekes and Garlick of E- | 
delicacies of the Land of | 


Canaan, when Chriſt feed his || 
| followers , many flocke( at- | * 


then they cry out it is a heard | 


—_— 
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a: | | of.God,and railc evill reports 


| 


—— 


g and: who can bear it, | 


and then they ſgandalize. che 
wayes of God, and the truth 


of 'them. SE 
- Is « then in our power to 
make the word cfte&uall? 
'No, bur it is your power to 
doe more then you doe, your ' 
legs may as well carry you to ' 
theword, as to-an Ale- houſe, 
your ears-may heare the word. 


| | as well as idle tales, you may | 
- | || fing as well Plalmes as idlc 
[ſongs , you- may read good , 


books, as well as Play-books, 
doe you what you are. able to 
doe, put all your ſtrenprh, 

and diligence unto ir, and then | 
caſt your ſelves upon God, 
and tell his Majefty,that faine 
you would forſake every evill 
way , bur of your ſelfe you 
are not able , and though che 


"| wx [| 
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ſpirir | 


| 


—_Immom— 
— 


118 | The carnal Sis: | 


ws 1 pas eernmonnnes | 
| ſpirn bee ſomewhat willing | | 
| yer the fleſhis weak, an! t\4r 
you have a haſe dec: rtull |Þ 
he?rt thar 1< read\ toembrace | ; 
every occ: ſion of ſian'ne.tha tf 
lyeth in the wav, Feſeech mi 
cherefore nct oncly to begin. 
but ro conſummate every 2:0c 
work within you ; Though it 
be not in mens power to ave | 
themſclves, yet their owne 
Conſciences will tell them, 
that they mighre do more then | | 
they do. Lake 7. 29. 30. Th | 
q Publicans jaſft:fied God, ( that | 
iS {2id that hee was faith! 
and mercifull ) Being Baptizid 
with the baptiſme of Tohn, bs: 
the Phariſees, and Lawyers r* | | 
Jeited the conncell of Gad, « | 
gainft themſelves , ( or to thei: | 
own: hurt ) and were not Bay- | 
tized of Fohn , terms of grac/ 
and Salvation , were off:re.: | 
| both | | '. 


=> ft © ex &> © 


——— as a oc oa. ©»  @ Om @©9 29 a 


x 


i 


, 


| cher accept of it ; theretore 


| w- live under, wee (honld 


| 1t would have quickened mee 


Dn _—_— 


| ( dition. 


| both to Publicanes., and Pha. | 
| riſees, the one reie4 the goad 
| councell of God given, the a- 


| when we ſee others called, 
converted by the lame mennes 


blame our ſelves, and r<fl:ct 
upon vur ſouls, and ſy, che 
word would have enlightened 
me, ha ' I noe contenned it, 


| had I not gainfayedit, [ was 
almoſt converted, [ had fone 
taſtes of H-aven and happi- 
neſſe, bur, oh, wretch char I 
was,company came,choughts 
of the world came an! choak. 
ed it-the Lord hath oftentimes 
knocked at my- heart bur I 
| would not {et open the doores 
of my ſo: 1 that the King of 
glory might come 1m. 
Thirdly, A Carnall heart 
doth | 


| 
| 


— 


\ 
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Lt. Ad 


doth oppole the good word dof 
God, fo that it works not | p- 
on his ſoul , by a 0% the 
work of conviRtion, when the 
word 0: Pam harh had lonn 
| powerful! work upon the | 

' that the ſinner i3 2 wakened, 
| and his conſcience route up} | 
| within him, that hee canto 

| bur fay, T am the man, th! F 
are my finnes, which ( nn/-!!.; 
the Lord in mercy prevent it | 
will ſurely be my ruin* 10 
carnall reaſon endeavours e1- || 
| ther ro exrenuare the fins,ort, 


F 


m— , WT , % 
m— rw , 1 —— ry 


my > Do 


| villifie che word of God, an |; 
che truch of it , which 13 tlie 
ground of all oppofition 2- || 
oainſt the word , for 1t mer! 
did indeed beleev e that it was: 
the word of an Almi: hey | 
God, and that every ci!: |þ 
therein denounced , hout. | 
lurely fall upon che heads c wil 


tlio'e | | 


"—_— 


ma a o*”® 


aa 


| [Qandivion, 
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dinznces divine,they durſt nor 
1-4] nne againſt rhe plaine com- 
1c \F| mands thereof as they doe. 

\f| When B&/ark ſent to Baclaw 
-|þro curſe the pag of God 
*. Fj (rhinking him to be a Witch, 

Fl gnd therefore whom hee bleſ. 


" [| ſed was blefſed, and whom 


"| | he curſed were curſed ) God 
- | faithto Badlew, rhen ſhalt mot 

|| gor with them, therefore hee 
| went not + Bur when Balaeck 
ſent more honorable men then 
|| they, and promiſerh him pro- 
a | motion , then ſaith the paore 
(|| Gnfull coverous wretch , Stay 
| !! nizht, and 1 wil ſee waat 
| 


-— * 
> 


the Lord will ſay , when as the ' 
Lord had . peremrorily faid | 
|; thou ſhit not g02 with them, | 

þ wet his aftetions' were linge- | 
rin afzer the houſe- full of 


| | zold, ther:torc he hoped chat 
| CG God 


i 
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| choſe thar eran -greſſe thote Or- 
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God would have chanved hi. 
; minde , and thus hec eempred | 
God, ” require him contrary | 
ro his commandement, a low | 
cſteeme that hee h d of the! 


_| word of God was the caule of | | 
that fearfull fin. Now how [ 


; many be there that tollow he, 


| wayes of Baalamas the Apoſtle | 


Fnde ſpeaketh,who arc vw Uling 
ro obey the commandsoft Go. 

| ſolong as it may ſtand with 
their profit , and hononr, Þ!. : 
| when ſucha tryal! Comes, Q 
that by lying and deceit, 

| may get gain, as heara ho 

' full of gold proffered , t 

' they look for a def penſatio! on. 
then they caſt the Comman 
ments bchinde their packes 


| Many a Viurer , that findcs 


for [weetneffe of ir, and 1 1 
folved to continue in th at 4in. 
| hee will ſtudie all the Arc 


ments 
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A 


ments that he* can to palliate 
it, andreadily ca:ch hold of 
| every thing that may ſceme in 
' (ithe leaſt manner to counte- 
nafce it,” bur oh, how hardly 
| [| can he be brought fo give car 
 Pito what the word of God faith | 
\ [ [agginſt it. When Meſes ſtood 
before Pharaoh , and his rod, 

by the immediare finger of 
| | God was turned into a Ser- 
| | pent,, Pharack doth nor fic 
|| |kowne under the Miracle, bur } 
| {ro make it of light eſteem, he 
ſends for his Magicians, who 
urge | ikewiſe their rodsin- 
ro Serpents, but Meſes his rod 
| devoured theirs , Yet faith the 
text Pharaohs heart was hard. 
ned, ſo.it is with every carnall |: 
heart, when the word cometh | 
home , and convinceth him, | 
'| land fills his foul with rerrour, 
and trouble , then he ſend his | 
G 2 Magi- | 


— 


i. 
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| Magictzns,carnall reaſonines, 

and chough the word of God 

{ doth cat up all thoſe ceafon-. 
ings, yet the carnal] heart go- 

cth away latisfied, and «nh 

Pharaeh groweth harder .end 

harder. 

Fourthly, and laſtly, it by 
| carnall reaſon they cannot de 
feat the erinh,, then they ta! 
to down righe oppaſition of i, 
laying violent hands upon it, 
| and in deſpite of the truth doe 
| whatſoever their own wicked 
| hearts ſuggeſt, as it was yith 

the Children of Iſrae}, when 
{ their proud hearts prompred 


| them 20 aske a Kind, Sem! 
' makes.4 gracious Sermon Un- 
tO them to dilzade them fron 

it, and hee ſhewes them th: 
| manner of their King , 204 
how he ſhould cnflave th:m, 
2nd make their ſoanes 3nc 


eh 
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| ( ondition. 
their daughters & all that they 
| had to be at his diſpoſing;”nor | 
| that Kings have any ſuch Au- | 
' thority by their office, bur be- | 
| ing he was to reione in Gods | 


| wrath, therefore hee ſhoul4 | 


 uſurpe this power on his bre- 


| thren) bur the people would 


; not hear the voyce of Samuel, 
| bur Cid ſay, Nay,bat there ſhall 
be a King over 1: SO it is with 


every carnall hearr, when the 
| word cometh fo cloſe home to 


' 


| his Conſcience,that he cannot 
' evade ir,yet out of a deſperate 


| madnefſe, he fairh, 1 will nor 
obcy ir, but ler all ſuch know, 


| 
| 
| 
b 


| that though the command of 
God prevail nct with them,to 
convert them here, yet it ſhall 


| one day prevail over them, to 


46. Theſe ſhall co into everlaſt- 
ing paine. The reaſons of we 


| 


damne them for ever, Mat. 25. 


point follow. G 3 Firſt, 
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' Firſt, Carnall men doch l 


-ppoſe' the truth ,as hath = en 
| ſhewed , becauſe they are ur 


| diſcovered , and remove. 


| there "ingly are as Ceare un: "= 


\ them as their lives, as the 1:1: 
of rhejz precious ſouls (whic! 


world ) and will not a ont 
ſtrive for his life 2 Now when | 
the word of God comes to. 
pluck the cup from the &runk- 
ard, the whore from the A- * 
dulterer, pleaſure | from thevo. 
luptuous man., they par! v: 
them as they vo.:ld part 

eheir lives, they will rat 
(uffer their ſinnes to kill ar 
immortall ſouls,then the 01. 
© kill their fins. 

Secondly 3 Becauie ©:2 Ce ek 
minded man, cannot take plc 
ſure in any thing if he be de- 
"=X barr<c. 
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barred of his liverty of ſi n- | 
{ ning, he accounts it a plague & 
- YExation to live under a ftir- 
ring Miniſtery, or in'a Godly 
"family, where he dares not 
'wallow in finneas he would, 
|'Oh, hew tedious 15 it ; Hence 
| how w1ll he re;oyce, w chen the 
| | Godly, (who. are the Pillars 
| of the Land) are removed, 
"Revel, 11.10. When the two 
witneſles arc killed, Then they 
that awell upon the earth, ſhall 
| rejoyce over them, and be 7lad, 
and ſhall ſend rift owe to ano- 
| ther : bec au(e e r1:eſe two Prophets 
, vexed them that dwelt on the 
| earth; The Golpell of Chriſt 
| — | 15 not onely a ſtumbling block 
| but an atflition ro the world, 
| and the Miniſtery thereof, z- 
' the [avanr of death unto death 
to thoſe that periſh, 2. Cor. 2. 
1 | 10, 
| | Co Thirc- 


———————— I ——_ 


No 


-— — — 


- —_— 


The carnaÞ Mans 

| Thudly, carnall men dos 
| thus oppeſe the truth, becauſe 
it will not allow them any fr, 
*ny of their ſweere morſel!s. 

——_— be willing co pen 
| withthoſe finnes that they are 
| not much inclined unto ; the 
young man in the Go!pe| 
went far, und Herod reformes : 
many things, and Agrijps 
waSalmoſt periwaced to be a 
Chriftizn, bur when it came 
to their boſome corruption. 
there they fiick, Dererrious 
8nd lis fellow-craftsmen 741 
ſediview «gainft Paul, when hs 
ance m_ to confute the op! 
non Which men had of D.. 
as Imag*, by which cr af! tht 
£0# their gaine, for gaiue clos- 
kee with a ſhew of Religion, 
15 the very cauſe whereof Ico- 
= is ſtoutly, and Rubborn: + 
ly defended. 


——— 


ee 


— 
—— — 
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T caditios, | 12 1297 


| — 


For examination, Is it fo Uſer. TI. 
that corrupt hearts doe hinder | 
| the word from working effe- | 
| Rually upon them , then let | 
us examine our ſelves. whe- 
cher rhe Commandments of | 
the Lord are not greiveous un- 
to us, whether we conld nor 
|| wiſhthar many of them, thar 

| forbid ſuch,and ſuch, of our 
| belovedgnnes, were nor ray-. 
d ſed out gf the Booke of God, | 
' whetheeS we doe nor thinke 
God. a hard Maſter, and that ' | 
he layeth roo trick a Charge, | 

| 


, andtrye npon vs. [t ir be thus 
{ with u5, It 1$ an undoubred 
{ argum*nt that or Hhearrs are | 
 earnall, deceirfs/t rhowe all, : 
and deſperately wicked, as Fe. 
| remigh ſpeates. There is in- | 
'd:cd in the beſt of Gods Chil- | 


| dren fome ſecret reſiſting F-2- | 


 gzinſt the rruch, becau! « there | | 
| G 5 1 


— — 


% 
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will be fleſh, as well aFTpir:: 
| inthem, ſo long as they are on 
this fide the grave, bur when 
it ſtirres, they lie not down: 
under it, but fall out with their | 
t owne hearts, and take up 
Armes againſt thoſe enemies; 
of their peace and happinef7*. 
it 15 one thing to have ſenac F 
remaining, another thing tc 
| bave fiance ruling. * 

Now this truth meeteti ce 
ſpecially with two {forts ©: , | 
| falſe-heazted men. 

I. Dilcreete hypoctites. 

2. Subtile hypocrites 
1..Difcreere hypocrites: 
| icr310n indeed f1mply cor: 
 dered in it felfe, is a bicfi.c 
worke-01 Gods Spirit, vw: 
inthe hearts of his people, art 
7 is alwayes a@ing upon £00 
| grounds, in a good Mattel, 
| and toa right end; But ther: 
| '$ 


" — renin IIS 


kits. A. A. A. 
he... A 


po=y 
a— 
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A 
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IS 2 worldly diſcretion thar 

\ Jodgeth it Hypocriticall hearts 
| which turnes to the deſtruti- | 
on of many 2 ſoule, therefore 
I call fuch 2 one a diſcreete hi- 
pocrite, one that will alwayes | 
ſ!hdeavour to be-on the _ | 
eſt ſide, one that will joyne | 
wirh the moſt, thovgh ir be | 
| with the worſt,one thatac cor- | 
' ding to the Proverb,WWill hunt 
with the Honnd, and run with 
the Hare, one char regards not 
| | whether the Cauſe of Chriſt | 

' {inke or ſ{wime, ſo he may 
| fave hiraſelfe, one that thinks | 
| them all madde men that will 
ſuffer for Relivion, or for con- 
| ſcience ſake, that want his di- | F 
| ſeretion, and will nor rorne 
with the winrtde, as he deth, 
| he 4s onz that can be zeelons | 
| for the Glory of God, io long 
as it runnes a long with his. | 


_y , [ 
q ©W3l ; | 
- > 00-0 wo w/e ro \ 


—_— tm 4 


—__ 


—_— 
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owne advantage, as Joh. 
falſe hearted Fehu was ver 
zealous inexecutung the Lorgs 
Command, in cutting off the 


| 
| 


f 


houſe of Abab roots and 
branch, that ſo he might {cttle 
himſclte the fafter in the 
Kingdome : Bur when it com- 
cth to the rouch that he muſt 


| either forſake Chriſt, or the 


world, then Dewes like, h« 
tollows this preſent world, his 


xcupion ebbs, and lows with | 
the Current of the times he 
lives in, with the wicked þ: 
can ſhew honſclfe wicked, 


with the 1ightcous he car 


| few himſclfe rightcous, lc 
bath Jis teligiog as it were in, 
2 ſcr:e, be can ſet it higher and! 


lower, accordiag as the tines 


| 20e, he can ſerve God upon a- 


ny terxnes, atrer any Jaſhicn, 
Le indeavours to plealc all, 


. 
ww — — — 6 _— — 


thu | 
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| 


» 


vs. 


| religion, 25 if he made ic the 


| a ſecres Vnderminer of it, he 


© ——_— 


that ſo he may get himſcife a | 
| name. amon#ſt men, when as 
| the Lord will ſpue hin our of 
' his monch becaaſe he is weither 
| bot nor cold, Rev. 3. 16. This 
is « difcreete hypocrite. , 
| Secondly, the f{ubtile hy- 
; pocrire, one that pretends no- 
thing bur love, and likeing to 


aire, and end of his courſe, 
one thaz would not be knowne 
ro thinke, auch lefle ro ſpeake 
any thing againſt rhe cruth, 
| when in the menne while his 
owne hean knowes, that he is 


CC 


retends he ſcekes after the Li- | 


| berty of the Goſpel], when he 
ſcekes his ewne carnall Nber- | 
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ty, like Saxd, who pretended 


| that he kepe glive the cheife of | 


| the Cactle, for ſacrifice, when | 
| ir was mecrcly out of a cove- 


| 
| __ y0us | 


Omer —w_—_ - 
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The carnall Mans. 
rous humour that he did it: 
Further he 15. one that will 
pretend marvellous humility. 
he will ſeeme eo be contens ro 


þ. 


thing for the eriith, and all this | 
out of & yaine -oltentation, ale 


doe any thing, to ſuffer any, | 


theugh he can denie himleltr. 
in ſome awfull comforts, ye: 
!t 15 onely out of a ſelfc cn! 
that he doeth it, and therefor: | 
it, 15 not acceptable with thc 
Lore, faith; David, P/al. 119. 
6. Ejhall not be aſharscs nor c65.- 
founded when 1 have reſpedt it 
all thy Commandements, No: | 
this hypocrite hath not reſpect 
to all Gods Commancements | 
therefore he ſhall ſurely be | 
; Confounded. | 
Is - for Conſolation .to a!! | 
thole who finde that thei: | 
hearts be levell to the rule 0! | 


e111 
C.ad\; © » n 


| 


: 
: 


| | profitable) and, worldly ends 


| 


. | ſtoope as well ro the Com- 
| mands, as to the Promiſes of 


bh. ——e—_—_ 


(onditions 


—_ Ds 


' |the word, who are willing to 


& 


let goe all beloved finnes,” 
| (though never ſo.gleafant and 


whatſoever, yea to Lo up 
their all, yea their life it ſelfe 
when ' 6cd fhall call for ir, 
this may be'a ground of un- 
ſpeakable comfort unto them, 
for they finde that diftinguiſh- 
ing Caracer in their foules, 
which cannot be found in the 
hearts of any hypocrites in the 
world : Confider therefore 
with thy ſclfe, how thou canſt 


theword,canſt ſubmit ro every 
bleſſed truth, art willing beth | 


and to delight thy ſelfe in it | 


to know it, and to praiſe it, | 


Lhd 


— 


ſoule-here, whole Conſcience 
beares him witnefle, that-ir is 


day and night: Is there any | 


| 


thus | | 


Sy 


—_ — —— 
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' thus with him, char he is wil. 
ling not onely to heare, but 
likewiſe ro- entertaine cvcry 
 Truta of God, even thoſe that 
arc moſt contrary to fleth an? 
blond, and that he can (ay in 
the uprightneſſe of his fpiri: 
as before the Lord, be there 


i alt. 


might heare them, and come 


ther, and put them in pra: 
Qice ; that can fay with th- 


borne chaftiſement, and 1 n:/i 


I fee wot, reach ihes mee, and if 


Oc ee TITS 4 


— 


any more Truths of the L6: 
to be diſcovered, Oh ! that [ 


ro underſtand them, how wil: 
ingly wayld I come up unto 


holy ALT Fob, Swre!y it 1: | 
meets to be ſayd unite God ! hace 


wot offend any more, that which. 


I have dove Inigaitic | will doc 
fo no more. Such @ aan 25 can. 
thus love, and thus enrertaine 
| the truth ; be is a Free-may of | 

Hex: , 


| 


[ 
f 
| 
k 
| 


| 


(| Heaven, 088 of. the blefſed 
| Company of Saints and An- | 
| pells, Foby $8. 32; And yee 
 ſball know the trath, and the 
| rruth ſhall make you free. This | 
| was the Joy of the Aya, 
| 3. Epiſt. Fobw 4. 1 have no 
| greazey joy theu 14 heave that wy | 
| | Childrewwalke in the trath, If 
þu was ſo great a matter of joy 
' ro him that he had beene ag 
| Inftrumear ro worke this ble(- 
ſed worke upon other mens 
| foules, how much greater 
; cauſe of joy haſt thou, char ic 
1s wrought upon thy fſoule; 
| God himlſelfe Lok rhe !rurt), | 
| | and requireth trath in the in- 
ward parts, He delighterh alfo 
to reward the lovers of it: 
| Doſt thou love the Truth of 
| Chriſt 2 then it will give the 
lame teſtimonie of thee, as it 
did to Demetrius. 3. Epiſt. of 


| 


DO GO CG  I—_— ——_— — —  ————  - - 


The e"caynall "I 
A yk} bo mn. 
Tobias, Demetrius < th you { 
report of the truck it felf, A Ne { 

| 


th&:iTruth reparcwell of t!;c 
fearnor, what the world, wh: || 
thy treinds, 'orencmics {ay © x 
| rhee,for the teſtimony o: th. | 
erurh- will beg comfort unto [| 
| thee when all falſe: witnc!!.« 1 | 
| 
| 
| 


| | ſhall ſtand .afide, and th». 
fhalrt be able to lift vp thin: 
head .when thoſe that | have 
| deridedtthe truth, and thee to: 
- *, {che truths ſake, ſhall Þano | 
 dovne their heads, and ha! «| 

| 


; their hearts to faile within 
. them. Then this ſhal; be 
' comfore to a poore {our | 
' when his conſcience fas [| 


| beare him witneſſe, tha: %- ': 1 
;chough he hath had man: |! | 
weakneſſes, yer thereavas rn, || 1 
; ver any euch made Know! | 1 


unto his {oule, bur he was v1! | | 


ling to entertaine it, never ti). | 
fr [| 


| 


ro eo eo I» ooo - 


— —_ —— 
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finne was diſcovered- to his 


ſtantly he loathed it, then-the 
Truth ſhall ſtand up and fay 
I beare witnefle Lord, that he 
loved mee, entertained mee, 


and delighted in mee, though 


ſhall make him free, the devill 
ſhall not have any thing to lay 
to his charge, and God the 
Father, God the Sonne, and 
God the bleſſed Spirit ſhall 
be ready to imbrace ſuch a 


+3 


' Coule, tor Godis.a God of 


3 


|, Truth, Chriſt is the Word of 


- || Truth, and the Holy Ghoſt 1s 


the Spirit of Truth ; Thezefore 


-Þ intreat the God of Truth, co 


your hearts any longer oppole 


- |; its effticatious working upon 


| your ſoules, but unceſſantly 


A ſer 


—_—_—— RE. 


ſoule, to be a finne, bur,in- | 


| he indured bitter perſecutions | 
for my ſake, and ſo the rruth | 


: labour after the Truth, letnor 


1 


l 


_” 
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The PEan” Man: | 


ſer evcry - eneh chac you Gu! 
home upon vo! 


heare . 


| hearts.” 


| | 
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'] Bug he fhalt be like atree planted 
'| bythe rivers of water, that 
briazeth forth hu fruit 1# 
aue ſeaſon, his leafe alſs ſhall 
not wither, and whatſoever 
be doth fbaf proſper. 


N the begining of 
this Pſalme the 
FF Prophet Pavid gi- 
\ vetht ſomewhat 4 
| generall , and confuſed. yeiw 


; 


| _of 


— 


DE 


The ppg 


| mm. 


| of bleſſedneſſe, Which is the 
defire of a!l our hearts, the 
end of all our hopes, and er4. 
vails ; and then he firſt, poin- 

' cxhoutthe b -paths 'n which 
; thoſe that walke, ſhall be ſure | 
| | never fo attain unto this ble\- | 
' ſedneſſe, 3. He ſettethour th: || 
evo und ready way to happi- Þ| 
| neſſe, and the ſeveral! ſtations | 

| therein, which are but two, | 
| deliehting , 4ud meditating Jn 1 
10 | the wor Ii} GlP ; 2. In the 
| | words of the text he doth | 
| | more particularly, an! cQ: | 
ſtinkely diſcover this happ\- 8 
neſle, that {0 he might win up- | 
on mens affections and mak. 
| | their ſoles be enamored ther. ! | 
| with. 4. He ſhewezh the woc- |, 
| full eſtate, and condition of | | 
| thoſe that doe not walks in <| 
ESI 1 this way, that leadeth to ll | 
| 


—_— a 


| 


— 


-4 
— 4 £48. 


| 


| pinefſc , they are not ſo, bur the 
Win. 


cw =» - < R— — — — — — =—S RN —» —o——— __—_— Wo ” 


of the Righteous. 
| winde of Gods Wrath thall 
drive them away like chaffe. 
Laſtly, he giverh the reaſons 


of it, for the Lord knoweth, thar 
is, doth approve and proſper 


| the way of the rizhteous, but the 
| way of the wicked ſhat periſh. 


Now inthe third verſe, here 


[| is firſt a familiar Similitude of ' 
« F|a Trec, and this tree is further 
|| diſcovered, 1. By the nature 


of it, 1t 15 a planted tree, not a 


| wild tree. 2. By the p:acc 
|| where it groweth, and that rs, 
E | by the rivers of waters. 3. By 
. £| the property of it, #t bringeth 


forth his fruite in due ſeaſon. 
4. By ome ces. 1. A per- 


' | petuall Aounſhing, 4s leafe 
| ſhall not fade.2.A good riſueto 
. levery undertaking, whatſoever 
| he doth ſhall proſper. As it 1s 


{with a I ree digged ouc of a; 


Yarren land, and tranfplantzd 
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| into a fruitfull Soyle, and fe | 
by a river of water, it bringerh | 
| forth much fruite, and remain-| 
|eth ins flouriſhing cſtare. So 
it is with thoſe who having 
{ bin rooted out of the Arie w1l- 
| derneſle of ftn, and are by the 
| oreat Husbandman Gud th: 
Father, -tranſported into the 
true Vine Jeſus Chriſt, and ſer 
by the Rivers of his word and 
Ordinances, they gronv tmuit- 
full in grace and goodnefie, 
bringing forth flouriſhing 
fraite, and that in due ſeaſon, 
when it may m3ke moſt for | 
the Glorie of God, and the ' 
good of his people, and their : 
fruit ſhall neither fade, nor 
| periſh, untill they attaine uno | 
prfcQion, and & fulf fruition | 
of Happinefſe with Chriſt in * 
| Glorie, A 
| vothat this third verſe doth | 
| in * 


— — 
wed 


—_— 


= 
I 


| - cats of the Righteous, | 


| the laſt Day. | 


| 


in particular diſcover the diffe- 
rence betwixt a godly, and 
godleſſe man : They are con- 
trary in their principalls, and 
wayes,' They are contrary in ' 
their fruites, and they ſhall be 


contrary in their accounts at 


Now forthe preſent I ſhall 
wrve all the other CharaRers 
of a godly man,and treat only 
upon this : viz. That as he 
bringerth forth fruite, ſo it is 
fruite in due ſeaſon: So the 
Point hence confiderable is 
this: iz, It is the duty of a god 
ly man, not onely to performe 
thoſe duties, diſcharge thoſe ſer- 
vices that Cod requireth of him, | 
but to doe thems inthe fittelt ſea- | 
ſon, Or take ir thus in breite, | 
The duties of Saints #nzht to be 
ſeaſonable. | 

The point may ſceme ſtrange 


H 2: 7% 
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"0 tome, it 1S lirtle know 1c and 
'efle practiſed amon: ſt mh. 
| ! ſhall therefore 1. Prove ©! 
| POINT, 2. Shew the oro''n | 
and reaions ofit $3. Anvly 
Firſt, for the proote of the 
Lord comi-:.inds it, Numb. 9. 
2, 3. The Children of Iſr.:t 
(hall celebrate the Paſſover at (1; 
time appointed thereunto: Int) 
fonreteent h day of ths 201171 
at Even ye ſhall keepe it in h:« 
| due ſeaſon, according to all th: 
' Ordinances of it, and accor:«:117 
to all the Certmonies of it ſha. 
| ye keepe it. Thar 1s, in all no:ns 
| asthe Lord hath inſticured tt, 
if they aid not obſerve 
' right tim2 and {eafon the Lov. 
; would nc. accept it, And = 
"Ok | the Lord command-th ir, ſo 1c 
12.7, prictiterh it, Pſal. 145.15. 7/ 
Levit.235| gyes of all warte upore thee, a1 


23.16, , 
= thou giveſt thur met induc [1 


| 
lon 


oe 
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of the Reg feous, 


ſow. And the Prophet. E {ay | 
 ſheweth that for this end the 
' Lord ſent him to his people 
Ifraell, Eſay 50. 4. The Lord 
God hath eiven mee the tonrue 
of the Learned, that 1 ſhould | 
' | know how to miniſter a word in 
dre ſeaſen to him that is weary. 
And Chriſt ſhewerh in the pa- 
rable of the Vin-yard, Mat.2r. 
41. That God w FT let out his 

| Vineyard ro ſuch kusbandmen 
as Will deliver him the frnites 
| | 18 their ſeaſons. And he thall 
| be Steward of Gods Houſhald 
' who will give unto his fellow- 
| | ſervants their meate in ſca'on, 
| Luke 12. 42. Andyt 15 laid, 
|, Ecclefialt. 10. 16, 17. Woe to 
thee O Land, when thy King ts 4 
Child ( that is without w iſe- 
dome and councell ) 4d thy 
Princes cate in the mornins : 


that is. out of ſez ſon, more tor 
BH 3 ur, 


- ——  — 


bh 
. 


P"I_ 
"__-— 


—— 


"—_ 
- 


& _—_ 


2 g 


yo 
Fl LY —— — = 


——— 


a Or "et On a 


The Plantation 
ut, then for neceffiry ; But | 
 »leſſed art thow O Land, when | 
thy King « the Sonme of Neb!es, | 
'that 1s noble for vertue, and, 
wiledome,) end thy Princes oate ' 
in que time, for ſtrenzth, and 
wot for drunkenneſſe. And Prov. 
15.2}. How good is a wordin | 
&ze ſcaſon ; for there is a ſeaſon. 
for words, as well as for aQ-| | 
| ons, and everie good thing 15 , | 
proper onely inits place, and! | 
a thing 1n it ſelfe prayſe wor- | |} 
thy, loſeth its commendation | | 
 unlefſe it be ſer in its proper | | 
{eate : So we ſee that the point. 
is pl:ine, that the Saints 0! | 
God ought to obſerve the fit- 
teſt ſeaſons and opporturytics, 
for their performance of duties 
and that is a thing both com- 
manded, and commended. 
But now the Queſtion will 


be, How ſhall a man be able to 
| 


dli- 
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| diſcerne the due ſeaſon for his | 
| | | ſervices, the fir time for thoſe 
| | | dnties that areto be diſcharg- 


ad 


*' | | edby him 
-\ | Firſt,in the generall, when | A». 
1 | | all circumſtances and occafi- | 


' ons doe concurre for a duty, 
that is the ſeaſon, and the time 
 forthat duty : As for inſtance, | 
the day time is a ſeaſon fora 
' manto walke in, there 1s time | 
{ | enough for it in the night, bur | 
that 1s not a ſeaſon, and 
| when thc winde and ride {er- 
| veth,then the Sea-fairing man 
15to lance forth, or elſe though 
| he may have time} cnough at- 
\ terwards, yet he may waite 
long cnough for a ſeaſon ; So. 
| when the Goſpell is cleercly 
| preached, and the deep my ſte- 
| ries thereof diſcovered, and 
the hazard that ſuch men run. 
as negle& theſe opportunities 
| H 4 fully 
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fully layd Open, then If 15 , 
fit Cafe for a man to beth B 
himlelfe of repenting and 1 
turning ; For in hell a m 
ſhall have time enough to 1: 


| pent, bur there he ſhall wan: a 


| ſea ſon, an opportunity: ite 
fore a Chriſtian ſhould | 
wiſe to oblerve his ſeal 
and when occaſions, Op! 
cunitics and abilities : Sy Cc, 
take that time for the pert: 
mance of his duties 

I. In particular: lb. M\- 


ume have his allowance th:: 
concernes that day, and * 
ume; {aith Chriſt, A7.v. 6. 


| 


Take 140 thought for f0 710776: 
for ſufficient to the day T) "og 


vill thereof, Every day bring - 


cth evill enough with ir, ther: 
are (innes, failings, ind imper- 
te&ions enough this day, 


rl 1'6- 
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| therefore no neede to rake care | 

” Þ | for a ſecond or third day, it is | 
- Þ | ſeaſonable therefore to ſer our 

' thoughts upon our preſent 

| | condition, for as ſufficient to | 

i | | thedayis the evil] thereof, fo : | 

" | | ſufficienttothe day are the du- | 

| | ties thereof, that dayly raske | 

| that God hath ſer us, may be | 

| ſufficient rotake up our whole | 


| 
' thoughts , we are every day to | | 


beg our dayly bread, to ſuc | 
| out the pardon of our finnes, | 
| | to make our peace with God, | 
| we know not whether we | 

| ſhall live £11 the morrow , | 
* therefore we ought day! v to 
diſcharge thoſe duryes that are 

| {uired ro the preſent day. | 
Secondly, that te 15 moſt | 

' ſeaſonable tor the &ilch? Urge. 

| of ourduties, when we finds 

| onr bodies, 2nd Spirits belt | 
| di{po{cd tor {uch ſervices we | 
| H 5 fhould} 
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ſhould ſtrike while the iron is 
| hor, faſhion the veſſel! while 
the clay is ſoft, ſo we ſhould 
ſer upon! dutyes when we arc. 
in full ſtrength, and aRivity | 
of ſpirit: Ir is not ſeaſonable | 
for z man to goe to pray when 
almoſt afleepe, or when in 
bed, but when his ſpirit is a- 
wake, ave and ſtirring. For 
man to put off his repentance. 
and making his peace with 
God, till he is old, and weake 
both in body and ſpirit, and | 
then thinke of ſerving of the | | 
 Loxd, when he can ſerve the | |: 
 devill no longer, this is not, | 
ſcaſonable, what man woulc | ' 
accept of ſuch ſervice? This. | 
is juſt as if a young man that is | | 
in his prime ſtrength, ſhould | 
lay here is fuch CEC that | 
carry upon paine ©! 
death before I dye, I will let 


J | it | 
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it alone untill 1 am old and 
weake, and thenT will carr 
it ; Doth not this man loſc 
his ſeafon * As Warer-men 
take the advantage of the tide, | 
ſo ſhould we learn to takethe | 
advantage of our natures. 
The Holy Ghoft giveth this | 
; | charge Honour the Lord with | Pro.9.10. i 
| the firſt fruits of thine increaſe, | 
and to ſuch he annexeth this 
| | promiſe, So F xn thy barnes be 
| | filed with plenty. And in the 
| | old Law the Lord required the 
| | firſt that opened the wombe ; 
that alſo is here conſiderable, 
M Mac. 1.13. 14+ The Pricſts 
| and the people were weary of 
| ſerving 8he Lord, and regard- | - | 
| ed not whar ſacrifices they | 
offered up unto him, therefore | 
faich the Lord, Cvrſed be the 
deceiver, that hath in bis _ F 
a male, (that is abulity to = | 
the | 


w - 
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the Lord according, to 1:14 
word and fried unto the 
Lord a corrupt thing, that 1s, 
ſerveth the Lord according to 
his covetous minde. 
Thirdly,that our duties may 
be ſeaſonable, we- ſhould {0 
diſcharge them, thar one may 
be helpfull and not hindering 
vnto others, and we ſhould 
learne ſo ro forecaſt the buſ:- 
neſſes of our outward callin?, 
that we might loſe no oppor-. 
runities for our ſoules advon- 
cage; Further we muſt ſo Uil- 
charge our duties,thar any pat- 
ticular may not croſſe the ge- 
nerall, as we muſt not take un 
fo muchrime in our owne bu- 
ſin: fles,as to deprive ourſelves 
of time, and ſtrength, tor the 
curyes of Gods worſhip; So, 
neither muſt we ſo ſpend our 
ſtrength in one duty, as ee” | 
v 


| 


| 
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by to make us unfit tor 0- 
thers, for though we have | 
| time for duties, yer if we want 
| Rrengrh, and ſpirir, ir cannor | 
' be ſeaſonable. 
| Now for Duties occafio- 
'nall, therein we muſt obſerve | 
two rules. 
| Firſt, if it be ſuchan occa- 
 fionall dury, as may be omit- 

| ted without prejudice to any, 
| andif difcharged an opportu- 
nity for the doing of another 

[800d would be negle&ed, 
[then a man may paſſe it by : 

i Butif a dutie commerh in a 
; mans way that gat poi pre- 

| | ſent diſcharge, and ifneglec- 

| | ed, cannot be recalled nor re- 

| covered, when as the duty of 
| his common courſe may be 
| regained againe, if it be for 

. | the preſent paſſed by, now 


| | this 15 a ſeaſon for an occaſto- 
_nall | 


—  — 
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| nall duty, as for inſtance, itis| Þra 
& fnans dutie'\daily to pray in | 
| his familie, now if a neceſſary | a 
| occaſtonall dutie be caſt in,' Þ w 
which cannor be diſcharged Þ| ar 
atrerwards, 2 man muſt orait. Þ g 
| prayer for the preſent, and dif. | || 
{ 
d 
i 
) 


charge that other duty : In; 
many caſes God will have | 
mercie, and not ſacrifice, if 
our. Neighbours houſe be on 
fire, and we have our duticto| Fx 
performe, we muſt for the | | 
mg paſſe by our duty, and | | 
elpe our neighbour, and our; | 
RY Mar. 12, Saviour ſheweth thar it is {a7 | 
| [EE full for a magto pull his Qxe,c || 
| his Aſſe out of the pit upon the | | 
| Sabberh diy, in ſuch caſcsGo1 : | 
will have mercie,- and not {a- | | 
crifice. wy 
Qae, 2. | , It one duty muſt be loſt, anc 
if we cannot regain? both of | | | 
them, which then muſt be | (| 
| eak-n| | 
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is | Praken up, and performed ? 
In | Looke which duty is moſt 
ly | Pexcellent and neceflary, take 
n, | | upthat and ler the other paſſe, 
dF and herein know that dutics 
it F ofthe firſt table, are co be diſ- 
{- | | charged before duties of the 
N; | ſecond , we muſt ſerve God 
© © before men, that duty which 
i F| is kigheft in place, and worth, | 


7 || muſt firſt be diſcharged, this | ' 


> | [11 ſea{onable. 
How can a man know the 
| preheminence of any duty ? 
| That which concerns Gods 
| Glory is to be preferred be- | 
'| fore thar which concernes a 
| || mans ſelfe, that which is for 
|| my good muſt give place to 
'þ | that which is for Gods Glory, 


| | | for we rauſt have an eye more 


| t9 Gods glory,then to theSal- | 


| | vation of our ſouls, inall the. 


{| duties that we performe. 
| : Secondly | 
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Secondly, for thoſe di:t.e: 
chat concerne our nei2hbour. 


though I muſt doe nothino 


to others, that I would not 
have done to my ſelfe, yc: |! 
muſt learne to doe good to my 
ſelfe in the firſt place, »f ch: 


duries that are to be diſcha:-. 


gedin reference to others be 0/ 
the fame ranke and quality, 


| with thoſe that concerne my 
| ſelfe, then I muſt preferre my 


own occaſions before ano:he! 
mans, my goods before his, 
my body before his, my !::- 


before his, ſerve my ic 1te 


the firft place, and my neigh 
bour in the ſecond, but I mult 
not. preferre my body betor 
his foule, my temporalls b« 
fore his ſpiritualls, nor m3 


goods before his lite . $; Ve 


take ſ{uch- like direRions 25 
theie, then our dutics will b: 
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ſcaſonable, and ſo acceptable 
| with the Lord. 

| Firft, if the ſeaſon of doing 
Cuties be thns obſerved, it 
| beautifyerh all our -aRions, 


| Prov. 25. 11. A word ſpoken in | 


| ſeaſon like apples of Gold in 
pidtures of Silver, It a man 

ſtrike while the metcell is 
| hot, glorious formes may be 
| effeted; So in the worke of 
J grace, if a man take the oppor- 
q cunity while the wind is blow- 
| ing, the word preaching, the 
| Spirit lifting, and Riirring in 
{the Soule, then a glorious 


{ worke, 2 new creation may 
be wrought, but if men delay 
| untill their eyes be dime, their 


limbes feeble, rheir ſtrengra 
ſpenr, their ſpirits weake, and 
corruption ſtrong and faſt. 
rooted in the Soule, this ſel- 
dome proves a ſeaſon for the 
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what ſcaſons for the doing, 
| and receiving of good hav: 
beene afforded: al which he 
hath abuſed and erifled away, 
| and che Soule now fearin? 
that « ſhall never have {ich 
{eaſons more, but thar the Cy 
of grace ſhall ſer upon ir, herc- 
\upog it 15 driven to Jdeſpaire. 


c £ 
Reef. 2. | Becauſe things are {weete!, 
& find beſt acceptance whe! | 
| :hey came in their ſeaſ5n; O !, | 


how {weete 1s bread to th: 
hungry, end water to the #1ir- 
!tic, becauſe then they arc £3: 


logthes the honie-combe: that 
{eede thrives beſt that is Owen 


_ m—— 


doing of ſuch a Soule good, 
for i& conſcience now cometh. 
ro be awakened, and the fin- 
full Soule ro ſec, what oppar- 
runities Gogt hath vouchſarcd 
| it, what proters he bath made, 


onable; when a full Romack: 
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Jinits ſeaſon, and that worke 
\ {gocth on the beft char is un- 
{I derraken in a ficting rime,rther- 
-.; | forethe Preacher, Eccle. 12.1. 
$ 
1, \Jcalls upon men #8 remember 
' Btheir Creatour in the dayer of 
' B1heir youth, whilſt the evil dyes 
come n01, ner the years approach 
wherein thes ful (9 l | 9 ”0 
leafure, For old dayes are 
ikely to be evill daics, unleſle 
we make our peace with God 
- [in our yorng daies for that is 
"the ſeaſon thas God lookes 
- | for, and calls for, that men 
ff ſhould remember him in, and 
' |} God (cIdome giveth the grace 
* ff of repentance to mea in their 
* [| declining years, who have 
| deſpiſed it m the daies of their 


|| youth. A thing our of ſeaſon 
© [1s like phyfick brought to a | 
{dead man, which if it had brn 


; | ſeaſonably applied, _ | 
| ave 


- 65 i. - 


— = 


—— — _—— -— 


CO mm———_— ——— 


— 


—_ 


b65 


—  _  — | _——— 


-—— = 


| The Plantation 


= ——— 
| 


| have done him good: Be wi ſe 
to take every opportunity t5 { 1 
| doe good TO others, and to re th 
ceive good for your owne (| bt 
| ſoules, leaſt ye repent with 2 fl 
| fad heart, when 1t 15 £00 [21 b 
when ye have loſt the {cation £Þ 
of grace and mercie; conic: f 
whar the Lord faith, Proc. 1. Þ 
28, 29. They ſhall call ypon mi! 
but 1 will net anſwer. they 14! 
{ceke mee early, but they ſha# it 
finde mee, becanſe they hated 
knowledge, and did not ch! 
the feare of the Lord, they wi" '1 
woe of my councell, but deſp'| 
| my correction , therefore |. 
\ they eate of the fruite of th: 
owne doinzs, and be filled wi!" 
their owne deviſes. 
Is it fo that the Saints 0! 
| God ought ro doe their duties 
| in ſeaion, then ler this be to. | 


; 


; trial to. every” one of ou! 
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_ \Ffoules, and ler us examine our ' 
- Welves whether we have ſeaſo- 
-» {nably diſcharged thole duties 
that the Lord requireth of us 
: both in our generall, and par- 
» ticular Callings, and be hum- | | 
bled if we Ede our ſelves | . | 
n {blame worthy, It we doe con-" 
cr | fider our waies, and looke | 
 E backe upon our former carria- 
: | ges, and veiw over the whole 
// K courſe of our lives, I doubt | 


+ EE thar the beſt of us ſhall finde, | 
| 


— 


-4 | chat many opportunities, ma- 
{- nny bleſſed ſeaſons, for the 
'{ [| hoarding up of comfortable | 
4 P proviſion againſt the evill day 
'! have bin negleed, how often | 
'7 | bath this grarions Proclimari- | 
/, ff on from heaven ſounded in rhe | 
| cares of us notorious Rebells, 
\* {that wharever au; fins have btn, 
- 1 for the nature, for che number 
- Jofthzn, yer it we would but 
| come 
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come under tho garment of 
' Chriſt8& ftoopero that Roylll 


Scepter of Chriſt, and acc: 
of rhe promiſe of life in ] (us 


proters of grace, and unſpeak 
able loving kindnes offered: 
our ſoules. How many Mu 
kers for the buying of Spin 
ruall foode hath' the Loi 


| vouchſafed unto us, and yt 


ſtil wehave come empty away 


| Ler, us now look back & cog 


fider, how many Sermons mt 
have heard, how many tim: 
we have received the Sact 
ment, and there renued 0: 


hach madeat our hearts to rt 


al 
ES 


' 
: 


Chriſt, we ſhonld be ſaved by 
Chrift, yer how many vf us 
| have refuſed theſe gloriou 


covenants with the Lord, hoy 
| many anotions Gods Spit. 


 pent , and xreturne, when v} | 
have bin hearing of the wore 


| 


| 


| 
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and likewiſe in our private | 
 meditzrion , ſaying unto our 
ſoules why will ye dyc, yer 
(finfull wrerches thar we arc) 
|| have we not _— theſe | 
{| morious, and calf rhem be- 
hinde our backs, as though | 
they did not concerne us ? l:t 
us now look backe upon a!l 
Gehrtiags of grace, and mer- 
cy offered unto vs, and foy 
with Pharaobs Butler! wil call 
to rementbrance my favlts this | 04%: 
#45,and ler our ſouls be deeply | 1 
humbled under the remem:- | 
brance therof before theLord. | 
| For inſtru&ioh, #r reacheth | ſe 2. 

us,that the life of a Chriftian, ' 
is notan ide, but a laborious | 
life,that will coſt a man much | 
| paines and traveil, if he will |} 
| indeavour for to be fincere in 
| his profeſſion, and walke up- 
rightly with the Lord in an | 
_ holy| 


— 
a 
* th. 


| 


——  ———— 


The Plantation 


Q1oly converſation. w: itchinz 
all ſeaſons, and readily in. 
| bracing all opportunities, v 
he ought ro doe,chat {o what 
 ſoever he- doth may rend to 
Gods glory, and tothe good 
| of his Church and p-ople. 

For incouragement, ſecing 

God doth now vouchſate unt 
us fo many glorious {<31ons 
& opportunities, Which if im- 
p:07ed might be tothe eternal! 
welfare of our ſoules, now to 
ſtepin that we may be cl red, 
even while the Angell is mo- 
ving in the waters of the Sn 
| Auary, For.lo long as the Go- 

{p-ll ts preached unto US , 20 
tenders of mercic offered, | 


take thee e opportunities by the 
forelo:ke, for we know nat 


how ſoon: they may be :c- 
| 
mO\rd 


——_— ————— 


, GE nay eres 
Q 


long our ſeaſon of grace Cloth Þ 
aſt, w2 ſhould therefore now | 


p., 
[ 


n. | 


Px 


">}moved from us, or we from 
them, and when the dore is 
once fhut , though with the 


Jus : and for our helpe herein 


mer dire&ions, and likewiſe 
learne 1{o to order, and over- 
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fooliſh virgins we may knock, 
yet it fhall not be opened unto 


we ſhould remember the for- 


looke all our bufinefſes, thar 
we may be able ro allot ro c- 
very imployment a proportio- 
nable time, and we_muſt al- 
wayes take eſpeciall care that 
our duty to our neighbour ne- 
ver juſtly our thar homage 
and ſervice that we owe unto 


our God, we muſt therefore 
fever over-charge our ſpirits 


"| with multiplicitie of worldly 


bufinefles, bur keepe our ſouls 
in{uch a frame, that we may 
\ be able when ever we goe t0 


0 _ with God, in nny 


l : hoty 
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holy ordinance, to ſct aide Bb 
all worldly occaſhons, thi: £v 
neither our hearts, nor our DB! 
thoughts, may run out won DE 
them. [1 
For dire&ion, we {nll Þ 
therefore labour to prevent Pt 
the time in getting aforchand Ft 
with it, ſaich David, P[al. 1 19, 
148. Mine eyes prevent it: 
nieht- watches, Is med: fate 7h 
thy word. He was more ear; 
in ow Study af Gods wo! 
then they . that Kepr ti: 
Watch were in their Chare: 
and Pſal. 63. 6. When 1: 
member thee on my bedde, avif ' 
weaitate on thee i the ni -bt- 
| watches : He got up before | n 
Nobles when Others were 2- |, 
{leepe, he was awake, 10 i 
he had performed his duty 20 
 GoB,, before any State mt 
ters were brought beforc hi, | 


b* tor! 
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before his thoughts were {car- 
ered upon the Afﬀaires of his 
ur | Kingdome, he is a good Pre- 
»n [| fident in this for all of us to 

| imitate. 

1! Laſtly,we ſhould learn how 
:nt þ rocut off all unneſſary expence 
4 Þ of time; if ir be finfull to 
9. þ ſpend thattime which ſhould 
b: Þ. be for ſpirituall imployment, 
1 F in worldly bufinefſes, which 
in themſelves are lawfull, it 
 ſexſfonable diſcarged , how 
1:Þ | much more finfull' is it ro 
| | ſpendir in finfull ſports , and 
{- Þ | pleaſures ; we ſhould therefore 
| Teaoks how- to redeeine th 
;-F | rime our of the hands of our 
is | luſts and corruptions, which 
-| | havetoo long imployed many 


— 


q precious houres, and glorious | 


2 | opportunities in cl ſervices, 
25 doe directly tend tothe e- 


'rernall ruine of our inorcalt 
'P N!! 3 
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{oules , even now whilſt it 1; 

called 16 day, leafs the Lond. 
ſweare tu bis wrath that our 
ſeules ſhall wewer enter into bis 


reſt, 


